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“Yet ye say, The way of the Lord is not 
equal. Hear now, O house of Israel; Is not 
my way equal? Are not your ways un-
equal? ” Eze. 18:25

Two years ago my father-in-law died 
without a valid will, so that his estate had 
to go through the complex legal process 
known as probate. The six children agreed 
on appointing one of themselves as the 
executor, or personal representative; then 
a long, often tortuous process ensued, in-
volving the division of possessions, efforts 
to sell a large piece of property, dealings 
with attorneys, a CPA, and financial man-
ager. As both an observer and participant 
in the process, I have found an amazing 
number of ways that the issue of “fairness” 
has come up, both for others and ourselves, 
and an education that the Lord began for 
me long ago entered a new and sometimes 
fiery stage.

“What is fair?” We all have our perspec-
tive, don’t we? Although the Lord has long 
taught me that only He knows what true 
justice is, it is amazing how many ways my 
own sense of “fairness” has been aroused. 
Also, even though my wife was not the 
personal representative, we have found 
ourselves on more than one occasion 
serving as mediators among those who 
had different ideas of what is fair.

Sometimes, like the man who asked 
Jesus to speak to his brother to divide the 
inheritance with him, there is another 
problem at the root of what we think is 
unfairness (Lk. 12:13-15).

Sometimes, we differ in our sense of fair-
ness because of how certain experiences, 
our current circumstances, or our limited 
grasp of the facts shape our thinking.

So we disagree, with one saying “this is 
fair,” and another saying, “no, this is fair.” 
And sometimes, I look back at something 
I thought was unfair at the time and re-
alize it was better or “more fair” than I 
thought.

We don’t really know what “fair” is as 
well as we think. The scripture at the 
beginning speaks to this misconception 
we have. If we really want to learn what 
“fair” is, we need to learn from God. One 

child, after growing up, asked their parents 
why they were spanked more than one of 
their siblings. The parents answered that 
they needed more spankings. The parents 
didn’t treat their children exactly the same 
because they weren’t exactly the same. 
And the Lord doesn’t treat us all exactly 
the same, either. Some seem to have more 
opportunities than others, and some seem 
to have more sufferings than others. But 
God knows what He is doing! When all 
things come to light on the judgment day, 
everyone will understand that God has 
been completely fair with us. Furthermore, 
even those who go to Hell will recognize 
that God is being completely fair with 
them, though the knowledge will bring 
only bitter remorse.

Dear reader, I want to get all the good 
out of God’s dealings with me, because I 
know that regardless of how they feel to 
me, God is being fair. More than that, He 
designs all that He allows to come my way 
so that I can benefit greatly, if I will apply 
to Him for help to get the benefits. Isn’t it 
wonderful that God is able to turn every-
thing bad in our lives into something that 
can bring us good? Won’t you trust God, 
too, and apply to Him for help to get the 
good out of everything you go through?

The probate process isn’t finished yet, 
and I still have more lessons to learn.

Love and prayers,
The Editor

Dear Reader
We want to be of assistance to those who 
desire to live for God and make heaven 
their home, and we want to work with the 
Holy Spirit in stirring and awakening all 
others to the great necessity of doing so.

Foundation Truth is meant to be of gen-
eral interest, but different articles may be 
of particular interest to different mem-
bers of the family (which we attempt to 
indicate in the table of contents), but we 
look to the Lord for direction on what to 
include, and the structure may vary from 
issue to issue.

We publish Foundation Truth by faith, 
its only support being free-will offerings 
that God lays on the hearts of His children 
to keep this ministry supplied. If the Lord 
lays it on your heart to contribute, please 
make out any checks or money orders to 
Richard Erickson—we have difficulty 
depositing any monies made out to Foun-
dation Truth.

Address correspondence to:

Foundation Truth
P.O. Box 1212
Jefferson, Oregon 97352
ft@timelesstruths.org

Note that letters received may be con-
sidered for publication unless requested 
otherwise.

To make it easy for you to legally copy 
this magazine, we have licensed it under the 
Creative Commons Attribution License. 
(To view a copy of this license, visit http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.5/ or 
send a letter to Creative Commons, 559 
Nathan Abbott Way, Stanford, California 
94305, USA.) Basically, you can copy any 
or all of this magazine, unless otherwise 
copyrighted, as long as you give credit 
and make clear our licensing terms; for 
example:

Republished from Timeless Truths Publi-
cations (timelesstruths.org), licensed under 
a Creative Commons Attribution License.

About Us
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TIMELESS TRUTHS PUBLICATIONS was 
founded with the purpose of spreading 
the timeless truths revealed in God’s 
Word. We publish literature that en-
courages folks in walking the straight and 
narrow road that leads to heaven. Our 
chief corner-stone is Jesus, and with our 
focus on Him, we try to avoid putting too 
much attention on any person or persons. 
If you are interested in knowing more 
about us and what we believe, feel free 
to contact us.

In addition to Foundation Truth, we also 
publish Treasures of the Kingdom, “Dedi-
cated to planting young feet on Heavenly 
soil”—a bimonthly magazine for children 
ages five to ten.

Back issues of our periodicals, in-
cluding the former Dear Princess 
magazine, are available at our website, 
timelesstruths.org, as well as a growing 
collection of hymn sheet music and online 
books, tracts, articles and sermons.

Timeless Truths Publications
P.O. Box 1212
Jefferson, Oregon 97352
mail@timelesstruths.org
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God has not sent us into the world to condemn the world, but to preach the pure 
gospel, that the world might be saved. It is astonishing what little conception many 
a professed Christian has of Bible Christianity. They seem to think that church 
membership, church-going and giving, and a few outward ceremonies is all that is 
included in Christianity. One woman whom we met entertained hopes of heaven 
because she sent her children to Sunday school. Has Christianity been changed in 
its nature since the days of Jesus and the apostles? Is it any less to be a Christian 
now than it was then? Is not as much required of us today to be Christians as was 
required of the Christians in the first centuries of this gospel era?

—Charles E. Orr, Christian Conduct
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All around us are the results of people trying 

to do it some other way than by divine 

inspiration, and the results are confusion, 

doubts, and skepticism; yes, “every evil work.”

Is the Bible really a coded book? How 
can I understand the code?

Reply:
The Bible is an inspired book. 

Brother Peter tells us that, “no prophecy 
of the scripture is of any private interpreta-
tion.” 2 Pet. 1:20 That is, the book conveys the 
thoughts of God to us about many things 
that we need to know. It is not up to us to 
try to figure out what is meant as best we 
can. If we try to do this, many different and 
conflicting ideas are put forward. The only 
way to not have a “private interpretation” 
is to be inspired to understand the original 
meaning(s) that God put in there for us. 
In other words, we need to be inspired to 
understand and rightly divide the Word of 
truth just as the authors of the different 
books in the Bible were inspired in the 
first place. To put this in Scriptural terms, 
we need to be “in the Spirit on the Lord’s 
day” Rev. 1:10 as Brother John was on Patmos. 
When we are in the Spirit and thus taught 
of God, different scriptures will harmo-
nize that seem contradictory, and we will 
receive much help that will prove to be 
sound and right as our lives unfold.

There is another side to this, as well. If 
we do not approach the Word of God with 
an inspired understanding, we will wrest 
the Word of God to our own destruction. 
It is written in such a way as to confound 
the wise and mighty (1 Cor. 1:26-29). Many 
people really believe that they see things in 
there that mean certain things, when the 

truth is that they are deluded and have not 
been enlightened by the Spirit of God. All 
around us are the results of people trying 
to do it some other way than by divine 
inspiration, and the results are confusion, 
doubts, and skepticism; yes, “every evil 
work” (James 3:13-16).

Are humans born in sin?

Reply:
“Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and 

in sin did my mother conceive me.” Ps. 51:5

“The wicked are estranged from the womb: 
they go astray as soon as they be born, speak-
ing lies.” Ps. 58:3

“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned.... Nevertheless death reigned from 
Adam to Moses, even over them that had 
not sinned after the similitude of Adam’s 
transgression, who is the figure of him that 
was to come.” Rom. 5:12,14

These scriptures help us to understand 
the nature of the sin which afflicts man 
from birth. It is not wilful rebellion against 
what is known to be wrong, as Adam com-
mitted, but it is sin which is “not... after the 
similitude of Adam’s transgression.” It is 
a sinful nature, a nature of wrath, which 
leads to actual transgression. Inherited sin 
that leads to committed sin. This inherited 
nature of sin causes men to go astray as 
soon as they be born, speaking lies, etc., but 

at that time of life, the sin is not imputed 
to the individual, as this is “before the child 
shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the 
good.” Is. 7:16 Eventually this innocence ends, 
and all go astray by choosing to do things 
that are known to be wrong. Thus the 
depravity of the nature leads to a guilty 
conscience and a state of condemnation. 
As Paul says, “For I was alive without the 
law once: but when the commandment came, 
sin revived, and I died.” Rom. 7:9 Note that 
although he had a nature of sin, a nature 
of wrath (Eph. 2:3), he was alive once. He 
lost that innocent state before God when 
sin revived, and he died (spiritually).

Operation of God’s Body

Is it true that the days of miracles have 
passed?

Reply:
“And these signs shall follow them 

that believe; In my name shall they cast out 
devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 
They shall take up serpents; and if they drink 
any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they 
shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall 
recover.” Mk. 16:17-18

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that be-
lieveth on me, the works that I do shall he 
do also; and greater works than these shall 
he do; because I go unto my Father. And 
whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that 
will I do, that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in my 
name, I will do it.” Jn. 14:12-14

The power of healing is given to some in 
the church. “For to one is given by the Spirit 
the word of wisdom; to another the word of 
knowledge by the same Spirit; To another 
faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts 
of healing by the same Spirit; To another the 
working of miracles; to another prophecy; 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God,
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,

rightly dividing the word of truth. — 2 Tim. 2:15

THE WORD OF 

T RU T H
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to another discerning of spirits; to another 
divers kinds of tongues; to another the inter-
pretation of tongues: But all these worketh 
that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to 
every man severally as he will.” 1 Cor. 12:8-11

The power of healing is given to the 
elders. “Is any sick among you? let him call 
for the elders of the church; and let them 
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the 
name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith 
shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise 
him up; and if he have committed sins, they 
shall be forgiven him.” Jas. 5:14-15

“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to 
day, and for ever.” Heb. 13:8

What role do women have in the 
church of God? Can women func-

tion in leadership in the church?

Reply:
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, 

there is neither bond nor free, there is nei-
ther male nor female: for ye are all one in 
Christ Jesus.” Gal. 3:28

“I commend unto you Phebe our sister, 
which is a servant [the word servant 
here is translated deacon in 1 Tim. 3:8] 
of the church which is at Cenchrea: That 
ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh 
saints, and that ye assist her in whatsoever 
business she hath need of you: for she hath 
been a succourer of many, and of myself 
also.” Rom. 16:1-2 Note the authority and place 
that this sister had. “That ye assist her in 
whatsoever business she hath need of you.” 
Paul says she had been a help to him and 
others, as well.

“But he that prophesieth speaketh unto 
men to edification, and exhortation, and 
comfort.” 1 Cor. 14:3

“And it shall come to pass in the last 
days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit 
upon all flesh: and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams: And on my servants 
and on my handmaidens I will pour out 
in those days of my Spirit; and they shall 
prophesy.” Acts 2:17-18

“And when they were come in, they went 
up into an upper room.... These all continued 
with one accord in prayer and supplication, 
with the women, and Mary the mother of 
Jesus and with his brethren.” Acts 1:13-14

Peter related this prophecy in Joel (“your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy”) to 
explain to the audience why the men and 
women who had just been filled with the 
Holy Ghost were prophesying to them.

“We entered into the house of Philip the 
evangelist, which was one of the seven; 
and abode with him. And the same man 
had four daughters, virgins, which did 
prophesy.” Acts 21:8-9

“But every woman that prayeth or proph-
esieth....” 1 Cor. 11:5

Men, laboring in the gospel:
“Salute Tryphena and Tryphosa, who la-

bour in the Lord. Salute the beloved Persis, 
which laboured much in the Lord.” Rom. 16:12

“I [Paul] laboured more abundantly than 
they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which 
was with me.” 1 Cor. 15:10

Women, laboring in the gospel:
“And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, 

help those women which laboured with 
me in the gospel, with Clement also, and 
with other my fellowlabourers, whose names 
are in the book of life.” Phil. 4:3

Men, helping in the gospel:
“And when he [Apollos] was disposed to 

pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhort-
ing the disciples to receive him: who, when 
he was come, helped them much which had 
believed through grace.” Acts 18:27

“Salute Urbane, our helper in Christ, and 
Stachys my beloved.” Rom. 16:9

“We therefore ought to receive such, 
that we might be fellowhelpers to the 
truth.” 3 Jn. 1:8

Women, helping in the gospel:
“Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers 

in Christ Jesus.” Rom 16:3

“And he began to speak boldly in the 
synagogue: whom when Aquila and Pris-
cilla had heard, they took him unto them, 

and expounded unto him the way of God 
more perfectly.” Acts 18:26

What does it really mean that women 
are to keep silent in the church?

Reply:
“Let your women keep silent in the 

churches.” 1 Cor. 14:34 “Let the woman learn in 
silence with all subjection.” 1 Tim. 2:11 Does the 
Bible mean to teach us that at all times, in 
the congregation, women should not teach 
nor minister? In Acts 2:16-17 they did not 
keep silent, nor does the Bible manifest 
disapproval of their prophesying to all. 
Priscilla did not keep silent in Acts 18:26; 
she assisted her husband in teaching another 
brother: “They... expounded unto him the 
way of God more perfectly.”

Well, one may say, what does the Bible 
mean when it says for them to keep silent? 
Paul tells us that they should learn in silence 
when not to do so would be to teach or 
usurp authority over the man (1 Tim. 2:12). 
But in the New Testament church, none of 
us (man, woman, child, rich, poor, bond, 
or free) have authority over the others in 
the church relationship, for there we are 
all brethren (Mk. 10:42-45; Mt. 23:8-12). 
Now for a wife to argue or contend with 
her husband for his position in the family is 
properly termed to usurp his authority, and 
there she should be silent whenever such 
situation arises. But in the church relation-
ship, none have authority over each other 
in respective position for there we are all 
brethren before Christ, the Head. None of 
us is given authority over the other except 
the authority that comes from being used of 
God. And in that, the authority is actually 
the Lord’s as He works within the chosen 
vessel.

“And it shall come to pass in the last days, 

saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon 

all flesh: and your sons and your daughters 

shall prophesy.... And on my servants and on 

my handmaidens I will pour out in those days 

of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.”
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Well, one may say, doesn’t the scripture 
in 1 Cor. 14:34 say for women to keep si-
lence in the church? Yes, and it also tells 
the men to keep silent (1 Cor. 14:28-30). 
Note the significance of the pronoun your 
in verse 34. The apostle did not say that 
all women should keep silent, just your 
women. They were the ones out of order. 
According to the next verse, they raised 
inappropriate questions that should be 
handled out of the church setting—at 
home. Had the apostle commanded them 
to hear no women, the meaning would be 
different from what was expressed. But he 
was well aware of how God used women 
in the ministry—he had been blessed and 
edified by them (Rom. 16:1-2). And he 
knew that anyone should be silent who is 
out of order. “If any man speak [the term 
man is used here as a appellation for all 
mankind, masculine and feminine alike], 
let him speak as the oracles of God; if any 
man minister, let him do it as of the ability 
which God giveth: that God in all things 
may be glorified through Jesus Christ.” 1 Pet. 4:11 
That is the only right that any of us has to 
speak—“of the ability that God giveth.” If 
God is not using us, we should be silent.

Death and the Ressurection

Were Enoch and Elijah not taken 
to heaven, as it seems both did 

not die physically? How do I reconcile the 
fact that human souls can die at physical 
death?

Reply:
“And Enoch walked with God: and 

he was not; for God took him.” Gen. 5:24

“By faith Enoch was translated that he 
should not see death; and was not found, 
because God had translated him: for before 
his translation he had this testimony, that 
he pleased God.” Heb. 11:5

“And it came to pass, as they still went on, 
and talked, that, behold,there appeared a 
chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted 
them both asunder; and Elijah went up by 
a whirlwind into heaven.” 2 Ki. 2:11

“Your heart shall live for ever.” Ps. 22:26

“For which cause we faint not; but though 
our outward man perish, yet the inward 
man is renewed day by day.” 2 Cor. 4:16

“But she that liveth in pleasure is dead 
while she liveth.” 1 Tim. 5:6

These are but a few of the scriptures 
that teach that man is a two-fold being, 
comprised of a body and of a spirit. The 
spirit is also referred to as a heart and as 
the soul. The term soul is also used to 
refer to the entire combined man, body 
and spirit. Physical death is the state of the 
spirit of a man being separated from the 
body. “And it came to pass, as her soul was 
in departing, (for she died) that she called 
his name Benoni: but his father called him 
Benjamin.” Gen. 35:18 Note that the soul was 
not in “parting”; the soul was “departing” 
from the body. When Elijah was pray-
ing for the dead child of the widow of 
Sidon, he prayed, “O LORD my God, I pray 
thee, let this child’s soul come into him 
again.” 1 Ki. 17:21

But it is possible for a soul to be dead 
while the physical man is alive. “But she 
that liveth in pleasure is dead while she 
liveth.” 1 Tim. 5:6 “And you hath he quick-
ened, who were dead in trespasses and 
sins.” Eph. 2:1 People who were alive physi-
cally, but spiritually dead at the same time. 
The condition of the soul is not changed 
by physical death. If it was spiritually dead 
when physical death occurs, the soul is still 
spiritually dead. If it was spiritually alive 
when physical death occurs, the soul re-
mains spiritually alive. There is a place for 
the spiritually alive to reside after physical 
death. There is another place for the spiri-
tually dead to reside after physical death. 
Both of these places are in hades, the world 
of disembodied spirits. The word hades has 
been translated as hell in the Bible. The 
word gehenna is also translated hell. This 
is why Jesus spoke of God as the God of 
the living, not the dead (Mk. 12:27). He is 
the God of the physically dead, but they 
are still living (in conscious existence).

When the soul is reunited with the 
body after death, then it is called a resur-
rection. When a soul is reconciled with 
God, its source of life, then a spiritual 
resurrection takes place, and the soul 
comes alive. “And you hath he quickened, 
who were dead in trespasses and sins.” Eph. 2:1 
To “quicken” is to bring to life.

Will there be a time when Jesus 
will come FOR the saints, and 

another time that He will come WITH 
them?

Reply:
In the following scripture text, 

both the saints that are alive physically 
and those who have already died physi-
cally will be involved in the (singular) 
future coming of the Lord. “For if we be-
lieve that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him. For this we say unto you 
by the word of the Lord, that we which 
are alive and remain unto the coming 
of the Lord shall not prevent [precede] 
them which are asleep. For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in 
Christ shall rise first: [to meet their spirits 
coming with the Lord—Ecc. 12:7] Then 
we which are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we 
ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort 
one another with these words.” 1 Th. 4:14-18 Paul 
said that he bowed his knees to the Fa-
ther of the entire family “in heaven and 
earth.” Eph. 3:15 In 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18, 
the entire family is united at the trumpet 
of God at the resurrection of the dead. “A 
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and 
unjust.” Acts 24:15

When the soul is reunited with the body 

after death, then it is called a resurrection. 

When a soul is reconciled with God, 

its source of life, then a spiritual resurrection 

takes place, and the soul comes alive.
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RIBS

Are there some people who will not be
resurrected?

Reply:
“There shall be a resurrection of the 

dead, both of the just and unjust.” Acts 24:15 
This covers everybody, doesn’t it? The just 
and the unjust.

“And I saw the dead, small and great, 
stand before God; and the books were 
opened: and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life: and the dead were 
judged out of those things which were written 
in the books, according to their works. And 
the sea gave up the dead which were in it; 
and death and hell delivered up the dead 
which were in them: and they were judged 
every man according to their works. And 
death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death. And whosoever was 
not found written in the book of life was cast 
into the lake of fire.” Rev. 20:12-15 Again, consider 
the total comprehensiveness of this picture. 
No one is left out. All of mankind that has 
ever lived are there.

Some Scripture, such as 1 Corinthians 15, 
only discusses part of this picture, and it 
is possible to get the idea that only part of 
mankind will be there. But, as we see from 
these other scriptures quoted above, every-
one will be there. Everyone will be resur-
rected at the general resurrection. 2

“MANY ARE THE AFFLICTIONS of the 
righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out 
of them all.” Ps. 34:19

“There hath no temptation taken you but 
such is common to man: but God is faithful, 
who will not suffer you to be tempted above 
that ye are able; but will with the temptation 
also make a way to escape, that ye may be 
able to bear it.” 1 Cor. 10:13

It was late last April when I fell against 
the top of our tub wall, causing great in-
jury to my ribs. Oh, how thankful I am 
for the Lord measuring out this trial to 
me. Even at that moment I was thankful. 
First, I was refreshed from a good night’s 
rest. Secondly, I had just completed my 
shower, and so I was clean. Next, I called 
in my heart upon the Lord to help me out 
of the tub—and He did! I made my way 
to where my feeble cries could be heard 
by the family, as I wanted them to be 
able to pray for me. We called our pastor 
for agreement in prayer. We also notified 
the saints we had come to know in other 
places to be in agreement of prayer as well. 
I knew the Lord had heard our prayer and 
would heal me.

At first I was eager to trust the Lord by 
getting up and walking about, but that 
made matters worse. Soon the Lord made 
known to me that it was needful for me to 
lay on my back on a firm surface as much as 
possible. I had done contrary for a couple of 
days with terrible muscle spasms and great 
pain, so I was more than willing to obey. 
It was not an easy time, but no true afflic-
tion is free from difficulty. We happened 
to have a narrow hollow-core door in our 
barn, and that was used as my bed, with 
a very thin air mattress to help ease the 
hardness of the door—it worked perfectly. 
The Lord also made a way for me to get up 
and down, as it took two people to do this. 
Shifts were done around the clock, and this 
was possible since three of our girls are still 
at home with us. Oh, how wonderful is the 
Lord to measure out our trials! 

My family was pretty well worn out and 
starting to acquire back strain, and so it 
was then that I needed to trust the Lord 
to help me to take care of myself during 
the night. To get on the door, two of my 
family would need to lower me down as 
I leaned back against the door. With the 
Lord’s help, I managed to take lying down 

for about 1.5 - 2 hours at a time. The Lord 
has given me strong legs, and so I was 
able to manage getting up and down in 
this manner. Oh, how I looked forward 
to those breaks from being on my back, 
but I knew that the more time I was on 
my back (my ribs were kept free from 
movement) the sooner I would be able 
to be up and about as usual. I was able to 
keep my eyes on the Lord and trust Him 
moment by moment.

After about a week’s time I was able to 
listen to cassettes, and I chose Pilgrim’s 
Progress, as I had only heard bits and pieces 
of it from time to time when the children 
were listening to it. It was truly a blessing 
to be able to be still long enough to listen 
to it—it took over a week to do so. I was 
able to listen to Christiana but only got 
part way through it when other things 
distracted me from completing the story.

The Lord gave me all that I needed for 
each moment. I believe, at least in this 
battle, that it took trusting the Lord to 
help me moment by moment—that was 
my way of escape. If I was tempted to look 
to where I was and how much I wanted 
to be up and about, that would only rob 
me of the peace that God gives to His 
trusting children.

In three weeks time I was able to get 
myself up and didn’t feel pain during the 
day, unless I forgot to lie down and rest 
during the day. It was finally at 6 weeks 
that I no longer felt discomfort while try-
ing to sleep at night. A close friend men-
tioned that it took over 6 months before 
her sister was healed from broken ribs. 
Oh, how I thank and praise the Lord for 
touching me and making me well. I still 
feel a slight sensation in the area when I 
turn on my side at night—and oh how I 
thank the Lord for this reminder of His 
goodness towards me.

There are many in heavy battles at this 
time. It is at these times of great trial that 
we must remember to hold up the hands 
of the weary in the battle by encouraging 
them with the promises of God. “I will 
never leave thee nor forsake thee.” Heb. 13:5 God 
is there right by us. Our job is to hold 
on and trust Him, never willing to give 
in to discouragement. In this spirit we 
are “more than conquerors” Rom. 8:37 through 
Christ Jesus! 2

CRACKED MY 

GOD 

and 
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FOR A LONG TIME, I have been acting 
just according to my understanding of the 
Word of God as written in the Bible, tell-
ing myself that there was no need of extra 
leadings from God, over something that is 
directly written in the Scriptures. I thought 
it was fanatical to claim that God speaks in 
any other way extra over what we would 
read as His Word in the Bible. I would take 
the Word of God just literally as it says in 
the Bible. For instance, in relation to doing 
some acts of mercy,  the Bible says, “And 
the King shall answer and say unto them, 
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Mt. 25:40 

I would take this as directing me into do-
ing acts of mercy to everyone in need I 
possibly would come across—even to the 
extent of using all the monies I would have 
for myself and my family, leaving us in 
need too. I would appeal to a congregation 
to lift an offering to help some in need as 
often as the need would be voiced. 

I have recently found out that we need 
to seek God some more for extra direc-
tions when it comes to some of our actions. 
I would like to relate how the Lord has 
taught me these lessons recently.

In recent years, I came across some 
brethren in the Lord who have been trying 
to share these things with me in writing; 
but the lessons were never made clearer 
to me as they were made directly by the 
Lord in my experiences in the months of 
April, May, and June, 2007.

In the middle of April this year, I was 
burdened to go up country from the coast 
to attend to some spiritual and social duties 
that were mine to attend to. The Lord sup-
plied the funds needed and cleared me to 
go up there. There is a joy that settles over 
me whenever the Lord would have me do 
something that was not directly written in 
the Bible. At times, the Lord would im-
press on me to do the thing and at times, 
He would speak to me directly and tell me 
to do it. This time, I was directly instructed 
by the Lord to go. So I went up there and I 
remained some time, ministering around 
the area I used to pastor before I came 
to the coast. When I had finished what I 
thought were my duties to do over there, 
I made a move to return to the coast to 
my family and my new congregation. This 
was on Monday, May 21st. But when I got 
to the capital, I got stuck there. My money 
was used up and I could not move from 
there. I fasted, prayed, and waited upon 
the Lord for some time, but the Lord 
did not supply the needed funds. I was 
puzzled and wondered what was wrong 
with my relationship with the Lord. But 
all the time, I felt clear in the conscience 
that there was no sin in my life, so I prayed 
on and waited.

On one morning I woke up feeling the 
joy that the Lord fills me with many times 
when He wants to reveal something to me. 
The Lord brought up very vividly to my 
mind the scripture from Proverbs 3:5-6:  
“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and 
lean not unto thine own understanding. In 
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy paths.” I opened the Bible, read 
the scriptures several times over, medi-
tated and prayed more expectantly, but 
nothing new seemed to come to me as I 
read and prayed. The conditions where I 
was sleeping were so bad that I was not 
able to write my notes, but I was able to 
read alright. So I prayed and felt that I 
should go to check for email letters in a 
Cyber Cafe. 

On my way to the Cafe, the Lord’s 
voice came directly to me so clearly: “Go 
back to E—— and M——.” (This is the 
congregation I was ministering to before 
I left them for the coast.) Well, I must 
say this surprised me. I did not have the 
money at that very moment. But more to 
the surprise was the fact that I thought I 
had done all that I was supposed to do in 
the area. There were to be the ordinances 
services of feet washing and the Lord’s 
supper the following Saturday (the next 
day), but I had excused myself from the 
saints there since I wanted to get back to 
my family and the congregation. So at that 
very time, I truly did not feel the need for 
me to get back to M—— again.

When I got to the Cyber Cafe, and 
opened my mail box, I found that a 
Brother had advised me that He had sent 
me $50. Immediately, I thought it was not 
money for the coast saints but it was for 
my fares back to E—— and M——. But 
again, I was wrong. Immediately I got the 
money, the Lord’s voice again came to me 
saying: “Send most of the money to your 
family.” Whenever the Lord speaks, there 
is a finality and so joyous a conviction that 
it cannot be easily mistaken. So I obeyed, 
sent $40 to the saints at the coast and 
waited. Again He said: “Call your brother 
in the flesh and tell him you are getting 
back to E——.” So I called my brother and 
the first thing he told me was, “Come for 
money to use there.” He carefully gave me 
directions to his place as I had not been 
there before; and so I went. He had $31 
ready for me! Praise the dear, caring, and  
benevolent Lord!

“I Will Guide Thee with Mine Eye”

Well, I must say this surprised 
me. I did not have the money 
at that very moment. But 
more to the surprise was the 
fact that I thought that I had 
done all that I was supposed 
to do in the area.

Whenever the Lord speaks, 
there is a finality and so 
joyous a conviction that it 
cannot be easily mistaken.
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By Saturday morning, May 26th,  I was 
at M—— long before the local saints got 
to the church building. Several testified 
that they had prayed the Lord to get me 
back there for the ordinance services. In 
fact one said that the Lord had already 
shown them that I would be there. We 
finished the services late in the evening. 
However, I felt that the Lord wanted 
me away from M—— that evening. So 
I rode a bus to E—— where I spent the 
night. In the morning, the Lord spoke to 
me and said: “Go to —— church.” Again 
it was a surprise as I  naturally thought 
that I would be more useful that Sunday 
morning at M—— congregation, where 
the saints had been praying for me to be. 
But I gladly obeyed the Lord and went 
to ——. It was around 12:30 PM when I 
got there, but late as it was, the saints 
had been late for the services. We began 
as soon as a good number had arrived 
and the Lord had me preaching. By the 
time we finished, it was near to 4:00 PM. 
We had a good time there as each testi-
fied how the Lord had delivered them 
from man rule and had set them free to 
only look to the Lord. It was such a joy 
to me as we had been praying for this 
congregation for more than three years. 
Praise the Lord.

I got back to E—— late in the evening 
that Sunday. In the morning of Monday 
the 28th, as I was praying (as is my usual 
habit in the early morning) at 4:00 AM,  
the Lord brought up to my mind the 
scriptures in Galatians 5:16: “This I say 
then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not 
fulfil the lust of the flesh.” It was a blessed 
time for me again and I was so filled 
with unspeakable joy. As I sat for my 
breakfast tea (it was all I could afford), 
the Lord told me He had work for me 
to do at a place near M——. So I went 
there and, again, the Lord had gathered 
together a number of the preachers of 
the several divisions of the “Two Works 
of Grace Church of God” groups around 
E——. We had a good meeting at an 
hotel place and had a good discussion of 
the topic of “unity” and how we could 
be blessed if we obeyed the Lord in this. 
This was the first time so many of the 
ministers had met since the divisions in 
1999. Only two groups were not repre-

sented in the meeting. It was particularly 
a special occasion, as the meeting was 
not called by anyone, but purely ordered 
of the Lord;  each just came to the hotel 
meeting place by inspiration of the Lord. 
There were no debates, arguments, or 
any feeling of antagonism towards one 
another, as used to be in the time of the 
divisions. It is amazing what the Lord 
would do if we allowed Him to work. 
It was wonderful how the Holy Ghost 
worked. Please, pray that each one of 
the ministers humbles himself and obeys 
the Lord. Usually, it is the ministers who 
cause divisions as they fight for positions 
of leadership and money, each campaign-
ing for and drawing whatever following 
he would get.

For a good number of the days that 
followed, the Lord had me ministering 
around E—— where a new congrega-
tion is being established. No one had 
particularly called me to the place and 
only the Holy Ghost led and organized 
the meetings. The host in particular 
had been prepared of the Lord, and had 
come looking for me at M—— some 
time after I had left to the coast, miss-
ing me. He said he had spent several 
months praying and had prepared his 
unfinished shop for the church meet-
ing place. Oh, how the Lord works to 
answer the cry of some hungry soul in 
an unknown corner of the world. It 
reminds me of Cornelius, who prayed 
until an angel came down telling him 
to send for Peter. In the course of that 
time, a lot of blessings fell upon me as 
I saw the hand of the Lord at work in 
the provision of my needs and also for 
the needs of a good number of people. 
We saw the Lord deliver a person from 
demons and heal others there. Glory to 
God for all His goodness.

Finally, the Lord released me to get to 
the coast to attend to the needs there 
and continue in my normal place of 
duty. 2

Recently I took up a task that required 
several hours of driving each day. The 
country route was relaxing, as far as driv-
ing is concerned, and was a pleasant change 
from other, more strenuous, activities. All I 
had to do was sit back and keep the van on 
course, right? It was when I was plowing 
down a straight stretch between a couple 
fields that I noticed the steering wheel. 
The van I was driving had a decided bent 
toward the right ditch! It seemed quite a 
shame to strain my arm on such a beauti-
fully straight, paved highway, but the pres-
sure had to be kept on if we were going to 
get to our destination safely. Ah, the One 
who holds my reins spoke then, and could 
I neglect to see the lesson?

We have minds of our own, and hav-
ing yielded up the steering wheel to Jesus 
(which is the only safe way to drive) 
doesn’t mean that the trip will be smooth 
going. If I don’t stay aligned by the Heav-
enly mechanic, is there not a good chance 
that my human tendencies will keep me 
heading for the ditch? I’m not speaking of 
taking major turns without God’s direction. 
(Horror of horrors! Some people’s steering 
gear locks up all together—a sure recipe 
for one of those overturned wrecks.) No, 
I’m talking of the slight pressure of the 
Holy Spirit to keep me centered on the 
road. Do I mind the little checks and cau-
tions throughout each day—the sense of 
His pleasure or disapproval—or do I resist 
or ignore them? If I don’t yield up fully 
and trust the Hand guiding my life, might 
I not be giving my driver some unnecessary 
arm pains (not to mention, find my life 
continually under re-directing pressure)? 
How much more enjoyable the drive when 
only slight adjustments are needed to keep 
on course! 2

Oh, how the Lord works 
to answer the cry of some 
hungry soul in an unknown 
corner of the world.

a lesson from 
The Steering Wheel
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It is the time of year when the vegetable 
gardens are bearing fruit. Oh, how much 
I have looked forward to picking the first 
fruits of our labors―hardly anything could 
be more tasty. If you have a vegetable gar-
den of your own, you will have noticed 
that the first picking is by far the very 
best. The beans are straight and uniform, 
the broccoli clusters are well formed, the 

lettuce fresh and crisp―and the list goes 
on. This is the result of much toil and 
sweat, but in the reaping, it all becomes 
worthwhile.

At this time in particular, I am reminded 
about how much the Lord delights in us 
giving Him of our very best. For some of 
us it is the income that we feel is so valu-
able to do the things that are important 
to us. For others of us it is being able to 
be a blessing to those in need, whether it 
is sharing of our goods, time or talents. 
To bear fruit that pleases the Lord is only 
possible when we allow Him to work in our 
lives to do as He wants to. As a garden is 
prepared for good fruit, it takes diligence 
in the caring of our soul for the fruit in our 
lives to be just as it ought to be. The soil 
of our soul is dependent upon being fed 
by the Word of God in Spirit and in Truth. 
Are we hungry enough for the Truth? This 
is a good question. It is when we are truly 
hungry that we will earnestly desire and 

contend for what we need. Are you con-
tending to commune with God and feed 
on His Word? Are you eager to be with 
other believers to hear their testimonies, 
and encourage one another in the Lord? 
Are we convinced that the trials in our lives 
are part of this process that is necessary for 
our faith to be tested and strengthened 
to bring forth the fruit that is acceptable 
to God?

Let the Lord speak to you as you garden 
this year. If you aren’t a gardener, take 
the time to begin one now, as you will 
find that the benefits are well worth it. 
The Lord will meet with you there in your 
garden if you let Him. How is the fruit of 
your own personal garden? Remember it is 
more blessed to give than to receive. Real 
love is voluntary, so it is with God. Giving 
of our first fruits, our very best, is what 
pleases the Lord the most (2 Cor. 9:7). We 
then can trust Him to give us of His very 
best in return. ♥

It may sound like a strange question to ask, 
but consider for a moment. Have you ever 
taken up the shirt sleeve you’ve been iron-
ing, only to discover a deep crease on the 
reverse side? Or perhaps, in your hurry to 
“rub out those wrinkles” in a denim skirt, 
you’ve actually added a few extra? I have. 
And the thought came to me quite forc-
ibly, The process that was meant for good 
can have the opposite effect. Why? Because 
I was in a rush—because I wasn’t careful 
to keep the fabric smooth. It was a lesson to 
ponder on.

The Lord is so good to make pertinent 
applications of truth to our lives. To say it 
more simply, Jesus knows how to make 
things “hit home” to us. So it was with the 
allegory of the iron. Not long ago I had an 
experience of being told to wait for sev-
eral months on a project that seemed very 
pressing to me. This was a great trial to 
me; a heated iron, if you will. I couldn’t see 
any value in sitting still, but Jesus said “sit.” 
There are many perplexities and paradoxes 
in life that don’t fit with how we think 
things should go, and this was one of them. 
I’m afraid that at first my questioning of the 
Divine will caused me to “wrinkle” under 
the trial. Finally I realized that my inward 

puzzling was get-
ting me nowhere, 
and resigned to 
fully submit it all 
to the Master. “It 
matters not what 
I think, Lord, but 
that You have Your way.”

Isn’t it marvelous how God is so apt 
to work right at the moment we get 
completely still? Under His patient hand, 
the iron was given its free way, and the 
wrinkles had to go. While I trusted, He 
prepared me for further usefulness. He 
taught me more of my need and depen-
dence upon Him, the humility so necessary 
to be in tune with the Spirit of God. This 
had been His purpose all along in giving me 
the trial, but the results had been delayed 
by my human resistance. How foolish we 
can be at times! If only we can acknowl-
edge God’s Divine right to “bring on the 
heat” with humble trust, how much easier 
our lives would be!

In our very nature none of us enjoy tri-
als. But, just as ironing is meant to ready 
our clothes for wearing, trials are meant to 
ready our souls for heaven. Instead of try-
ing to “get them over with,” wouldn’t it be 

best to slow down and get still, so God can 
work His purpose? How apt our wills are 
to protest: Oh, but I cannot stand being un-
der an iron! It is a heated furnace wherein 
I will surely burn up, a heavy weight that 
may crush me! O foolish soul, will you trust 
the Hand that holds the iron? He does no 
scorching. The pressure you feel is noth-
ing more than the touch of faithful love, 
which indeed will not give you a moment 
too much. Will we so receive it?

In His tender patience, God knows we 
can so respond to as to come out worse for 
the ironing. But He takes the risk and ap-
plies the iron. Will this foolish soul see its 
foolishness and submit? Will the wrinkles 
of impatience and pride be pressed out? 
Will their resentment melt under the 
steam? Or will new and harder creases be 
made by the heat? Oh, dear one, let us ask 
ourselves solemnly the question: Do you 
wrinkle beneath the iron? ♥

First Fruit

Do You Wrinkle Beneath the Iron?
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And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God 
which worketh all in all.” 1 Cor. 12:6

“For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking 
wine; and ye say, He hath a devil. The Son of man is come 
eating and drinking; and ye say, Behold a gluttonous man, and 
a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners! ” Lk. 7:33-34

We are frequently 
baffled by the diversity 
of human nature, but 
God (who created 
human nature) is not 
the least frustrated by 
it. He has designed 
the work of the gos-
pel to sift and sieve 
each and every kind 
of human being, until 
those who really love 
Him and His ways are 
brought to light. And 
to accomplish this 
end, God does not 
approach unity as 
we would expect. 
Men expect unity 
(actually union) to 
be cookie cutter in 
its nature; mass pro-
duction, turning out row 
after row of identical preachers, gospel workers, all clearly 
identical by outward characteristics. It is not quite like this. 
All of God’s people are holy in life, inward motive, and 
speech, just as all the individual birds of a species build a 
nest, but each nest is distinctive. So it is with salvation. Bible 
salvation ends the sinning and makes each possessor a new 
creature in Christ Jesus, yet each experience is individual and 
distinguished from another. We might say that God cherishes 
each person’s, each congregation’s, individuality. We might 
well keep in mind that He created the amazing diversity of 
human beings.

When it comes to public ministry, God is just as com-
fortable with His ministers’ differences as He is with the 
individuality of experiences of salvation. We are not speak-
ing of having a different message. That is not the case. “Thy 
watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the voice together shall 
they sing: for they shall see eye to eye, when the LORD shall 
bring again Zion.” Is. 52:8 “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, 
and that there be no divisions among 
you; but that ye be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the 
same judgment.” 1 Cor. 1:10 It is plain from 
these scriptures and others that God’s 
ministers possess a high degree of co-
hesion and sameness in the message. 

And they are not crossed up, disagreeing and contradicting 
each other. In no way could that be “perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and judgment.”

What is the diversity, then? And why?
This diversity is plainly demonstrated in the work of John 

the Baptist and the work of our Lord Jesus Christ. In Luke 7 
we read, “And this ru-

mour of him went forth 
throughout all Judaea, 
and throughout all the 
region round about. 
And the disciples of 
John shewed him of 
all these things. And 
John calling unto him 
two of his disciples 
sent them to Jesus, 
saying, Art thou he 
that should come? 
or look we for an-
other? When the men 
were come unto him, 
they said, John Bap-
tist hath sent us unto 
thee, saying, Art thou 
he that should come? 

or look we for anoth-
er? ” vs. 17-20 We see from 

this that God frequently 
raises up a work separately from another (at least for a time), 
as far as the human instrumentalities know. I do want to say 
that the works are not separate in the mind of God. But the 
persons involved do not know each other, or whether they 
should recognize each other at a certain point. This ignorance 
of what God is doing overall will keep us humble and trust-
ing of Him if we will acknowledge it. Please note the simple, 
childlike inquiry: “Art thou he that should come? or look we 
for another? ” At first glance, this appears incredibly naïve. 
How could the children of God be so unwary? But it is not 
so naïve, after all. Brother John and the disciples there would 
not be satisfied with a simple “yes.” They would expect any 
claim to be substantiated. They would examine the fruit. 
Behind this lies a remarkable trust in God. I can afford to 
ask a plain, blunt, unsophisticated question, such as what 
they asked, because God is my Guide, my Defender. Praise 
His name! He will keep me from going astray, so I have no 
need to be cunning or shrewd.

And their trust was rewarded. The fruit was on hand. It 
would bear examination, both cursory 
and profound. “Then Jesus answering 
said unto them, Go your way, and tell 
John what things ye have seen and 
heard; how that the blind see, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, to the poor 

God’s 

DIVERSITIES OF OPERATIONS

This ignorance of what God 
is doing overall will keep us 
humble and trusting of Him 
if we will acknowledge it.
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the gospel is preached. And blessed 
is he, whosoever shall not be offended 
in me.” vs. 22-23 It is very plain from this 
that the validity of any work that 
claims to be of God is established 
by comparison with the standard 
revealed to us by God. This way 
of comparison discredits the idea 
of succession, that is, the tracing 
a line of heritage from generation 
to generation. As an example: the 
Roman Catholic Church attempts to prove that it is the 
true church by tracing a supposed line of succession back 
to Peter, the alleged first pope. But even a shallow investiga-
tion of this claim, comparing what this organization is and 
has been with the New Testament church, quickly reveals 
that the claim is false.

Now the outer form of godliness (2 Tim. 3:5) can be passed 
from generation to generation, but the genuine power and 
life of the gospel cannot. The real thing is only obtainable 
from heaven by any who put in for it and get it. It is God 
to man only, not man to man. Perhaps you, dear reader, do 
not like to think about this, and perhaps you will quote to 
me 2 Timothy 2:2: “And the things that thou hast heard of 
me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others also.” “See,” you might 
say, “the gospel lies in the hands of the faithful men who 
are able to teach others.” No, you are mistaken. Yes, faithful 
men can teach others, but it takes more than teaching to have 
a gospel experience. The reality of the gospel goes beyond 
teaching. Learning to talk the talk is not the same as learning 
the walk. Head knowledge of salvation, even accurate head 
knowledge, is not at all the same as possessing a clean heart 
and living a holy life.

Most of the splinters of the 1880 Evening Light Reforma-
tion teach the same basic doctrine, especially with regard to 
light on the church question. (What church should I join?) 
But how right they are can only be established by comparison 
with the New Testament church as revealed in the scriptures. 
Indeed, the validity of that truth taught back in 1880 (or 
any other time) can only be established by comparison with 
the Word of God and the Spirit of God. Some would have 
us believe that they are right because their ministers came 
from such and such a group, who came from such and such, 
until finally they trace their roots back to an original that is 
recognized to be genuine. We might well reply, “Art thou 
he that should come? or look we for another? ” That is, “Are 
you a valid, living demonstration of the gospel? or should 
we continue to look elsewhere?” As you can see, this is a 
comparing question. And we, too, as well as Brother John 
the Baptist and his disciples, must needs trust God to help 
us to discern between who serveth the Lord and who ser-
veth Him not (Mal. 3:18). Let us humbly and patiently, with 
complete trust in God, try the spirits, to see whether they 
be of God (1 Jn. 4:1).

Our main text at the beginning 
of this article emphasizes a certain 
outwardly-perceptible difference 
between the ministry of John the 
Baptist and the ministry of Jesus. 
Suppose that I lived in the time of 
these two ministries, and I’m trying 
to figure out who is right. I observe 
that one hardly eats or drinks at all, 
while the other eats more or less as 
people normally do. I must needs 

look deeper than the surface to observe that the two minis-
tries are the same spirit—both of God and in His order.

It is at these surface differences that the prejudices of 
people kick in (Lk. 9:53)—some like the way Brother John 
does it, while others like the way Jesus does it. Some ap-
preciate Brother Paul, others lean to Brother Apollos. Some 
say that Jesus is a gluttonous man, while others conclude that 
John just likes to live an abstemious life. These prejudices 
are not focused on the truth; they are focused on the outer 
appearance. Above all, they illustrate that people looking on are 
following their own ideas and are not interested in the ways of 
God. And God has designed His diversities of operations 
to allow people to become entangled in their own preju-
dices. It is very plain after a while that the prejudiced do not 
really love God and His ways above their own ideas. “For it 
is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness.” 1 Cor. 3:19 
“They that observe lying vanities forsake their own mercy.” Jon. 2:8 
“With all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that per-
ish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they 
might be saved.” 2 Th. 2:10

“But wisdom is justified of all her children.” Lk. 7:35 God has 
designed a criss-cross of different ministering vessels to deal 
with the hearts of all His own children. A sister arose in a 
prayer meeting. She had been thinking about things. She said, 
“You know, there are many among the children of God that 
you would never choose for your friends. But now they are 
brothers and sisters in the Lord.” She was right. Most people 
choose their friends on the basis of how well they get along 
in outward things. They share a common bond in the flesh. 
But God takes people who are not a people in this sense, 
and makes a holy people out of all these disparate elements 
(1 Pet. 2:10).

There was a minister who grated on the nerves of many 
other people. Some of these were children of God, and he 
was used of the Lord to feed them, but his personality was 
rather crude and just did not set well with people in general. 
For all that, he really loved the Lord. God accepted him and 
answered his prayers. He had faults and they were of a glar-
ing, obvious nature. Those who did not love the truth, who 
were just going along with the doctrine, etc.; they despised 
him. This minister got up on a Sunday morning at a general 
meeting, before a large congregation, and he brought a mes-
sage, a precious message, from God. The reaction was typical. 
Children of God fed on the message; others criticized.

The outer form of godliness 
can be passed from generation 
to generation, but the genuine 
power and life of the gospel 
cannot. The real thing is only 
obtainable from heaven by any 
who put in for it and get it.
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After the brother finished speaking, another brother got up. 
This brother was much more refined in his delivery, general 
impression, etc., but he also walked with God. He knew he 
would be crossing the general impression of the crowd there, 
but he felt a burden to say something. He kind of put his 
head at a thoughtful angle, and in a voice of supplication, he 
said, “Brethren, we must receive what God sends through 
whatever vessel He sees fit to send it.” I wish I could say 
that everybody there received that, but I can’t. Most just 
immediately categorized the second brother with the first 
and felt free to reject them both. Yet the Lord was in both the 
message and the admonition.

“It is the same God which worketh all in all.” 1 Cor. 12:6

Let us now notice several other scriptures in the New 
Testament.

“And John answered and said, Master, we saw one casting 
out devils in thy name; and we forbad him, because he followeth 
not with us. And Jesus said unto him, Forbid him not: for he 
that is not against us is for us.” Lk. 9:49-50

“But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man which 
shall do a miracle in my name, that can lightly speak evil of 
me. For he that is not against us is on our part. For whosoever 
shall give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because 
ye belong to Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his 
reward. And whosoever shall offend one of these little ones that 
believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone were hanged 
about his neck, and he were cast into the sea.” Mk. 9:39-42

We observe that God is doing many things—saving souls, 
raising up ministries, healing people, etc.—without discuss-
ing it or clearing it with us at all. We are given a little spot 
in the great vineyard of God in which to labor, and it is not 
our business as to what He is doing elsewhere. Unless, of 
course, in the doing of our assigned work, we need to know 
whether something is of God or not. Then we need to ask 
and be taught of God. But we have no right to just draw our 
own conclusions and direct our own steps. We will get into 
trouble if we try. Maybe what we will learn is that we are 
not in as good a shape as we thought we were. Maybe there 
is more of self alive in us than we knew, and God designed 
through this diversity of operation thing to expose ourself to 
ourself. Oh, how needful is this sense of humility! “Boast not 
against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, 
but the root thee. Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken 
off, that I might be graffed in. Well; because of unbelief they 
were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, 
but fear.” Rom. 11:18-20 I got in by mercy 
through unmerited favor (grace), 
and everybody else that got in, got in 
the same way. How inappropriate, 
how out of place, it is that I should 
rise up and usurp the place of the 
Holy Ghost in the name of doing 
God service. “I forbade him because 
he was not with us.” I take too much 
upon me; I am only a worker in the 

vineyard; it ill behooves me to take upon me the place that 
God only can fill and does fill. His work is a stone cut out of 
the mountain without hands. It is a kingdom not left to people 
(Dan. 2:44-45). “Be not highminded, but fear.” Rom. 11:20

I will quote from a sister’s experience with God’s diversi-
ties of operations.

...I haven’t known how to say anything in answer to the things 
that you expressed. I have been praying all these months that 
the Lord would help me to understand just what happened 
when we were with you, and how I could have been wrong. 
I could not believe that I was so wrong! [Husband] and I 
together felt the way that I explained to you! He couldn’t 
understand this either. This morning I felt that the Lord gave 
me some understanding. It is the first time I have seen this, 
and I know it has taken me a long time to get here. You’ve 
had to wait on me, and I’m sorry. Please forgive my silence, 
and try to understand.

I think what happened, was that you had a little different 
order of service than we were used to. We usually begin a 
service with singing, which is Scriptural, as far as I understand. 
(You also began with singing.) Then, usually, there is a time for 
sharing thanksgivings and requests, in preparation for a time 
of prayer. After prayer, there is usually a space given for the 
one who has the Word to give it out; or, in the case of prayer 
meeting, time for various testimonies and exhortations, prayer 
again, a song, or whatever the Lord leads the saints to do. 

In your particular service, after singing, there was general 
sharing, and I remember that you began with an exhortation, 
which was rather lengthy. I took it that there would be no 
other “message,” and that’s when I felt that my chance was 
closed out. Since I was a visitor, I had also anticipated some 
sort of invitation to be free to express what the Lord may 
have given me, since that is what we usually do when a visit-
ing saint, or minister, visits the congregation. That was not 
given. After you spoke, there were some other things said by 
different ones, and then, last of all, we all knelt for prayer. My 
heart was so heavy by that time. I did pray aloud, but I felt 
that I had not had a chance to speak the message the Lord 
put on my heart.

That was Wednesday; we were with you again the fol-
lowing Monday.... I was still trying to sort things out, and we 
all really didn’t speak together about these things at length 
during that day, except you and [husband] shared quite a bit 
as you drove.

Anyway, the Lord brought to my mind this morning that the 
order of service confused me, and that, had I understood that 
you were waiting on me to speak, I would have spoken. This 
answer was not what I expected. I was asking, “Lord, who was 

wrong, they or I?” Instead, the Lord 
is gently letting me see that possibly 
neither had done wrong; just some 
differences in administration tested 
me, and actually, I failed that test. 

Would it be possible to take the 
test over? I would hope for such an 
opportunity. I pray that, wherever 
God’s people are, when we meet 
together, I will be able to partake of 
God’s blessings with them.

We trust Him to make of His 
work what He wants to make of 
it in these latter years. We are 
content to stay in the littleness 
of our place and understanding 
and leave it to Him.
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The testimony given by Joel and Coquetta Erickson at their wedding, October 22, 2005.

Two Young Fools and the Grace of God
Part 2:

Joel
I first met Coquetta when I was about 

ten. I can’t say it was love at first sight. 
But I did like her. In fact, some of the first 
things I remember liking about her was 
her books and Legos. A couple weeks ago 
I said to her, “It seems like only yesterday 
we were playing with Legos together.” She 
smiled at that. Because we had been play-
ing with Legos just the day before.

Throughout our teens, our two families 
were together a lot. We did some school 
classes together, and gardening, and camp-
ing, and many other activities of work and 
play. Because I was the only boy in the 
group, I was often apart, or else joining in 
with my older sister and Coquetta. I liked 
Coquetta’s personality. In my boyish heart 
I admired her.

As I grew older, I gradually let go of the 
resolution that I would never get married. 
Examining life from the perspective and 
great wisdom of a teenager, I 
realized that most people got 
married, so I’d better not make 
any rash statements, as it could 
likely be my fate as well. And 
when I sometimes considered 
the possibility of getting mar-
ried, I wondered vaguely if it 
would be to Coquetta. But I 
would usually conclude that 
we were both too critical in 
our attitudes, and wouldn’t get along 
very well. Yet I still looked up to her, 
and would often try to do better in my 
life because of her.

Then came the time when I realized I 
was a sinner. I told myself I would never 

get married in the condition I was, be-
cause I didn’t want anybody who would 
be willing to marry me with this sinful-
ness in my heart.

But Jesus came and changed my heart 
and made me His child. And so I entered 
upon These Happy Golden Years, as I 
thought of them. But that was just the 
beginning of true happiness.

As Coquetta and I and our siblings had 
grown up, we had all gone into various 
pursuits, and weren’t together quite as 
often. I was absorbed in trying to seek 
a vocation. Computers had always fasci-
nated me, and after several years of pro-
gramming, I finally stumbled onto web 
design, which really gave me satisfaction. 
When I was ten, if you had asked me what 
I wanted to be when I grew up, I would 
have said, “A carpenter.” By the time I 
turned 20, it was web applications that 
I wanted to earn my living at. But after 

some disheartening attempts at trying to 
find a job in that field, I decided to start at 
something else, and the Lord opened the 
way for me to work at a construction job 
at my grandfather’s place. As I look back, 
God was very gentle in guiding me, and 

giving me just what I needed to help me 
grow. I worked on and off at construc-
tion for a couple years, and in between 
honed my computer skills, hoping for a 
job to turn up. I practiced by building an 
online library of books and music, and 
even recruited Coquetta to help with 
some proofreading. Although she doesn’t 
think she did very much, she was a help 
to me, more so than just the work that 
she completed.

During this time I was seeking to be 
fully yielded to the Lord and His will. 
And when He was preparing me to enter 
in to His fullness of blessing, He gave me 
two requirements: I must be willing to be 
single the rest of my life, and I must be 
willing to work at whatever job He gave 
me. It wasn’t too hard to consecrate to be 
single, for after all, I had been single all 
my life, and though by that time I knew 
that I wanted to get married, I believed 

the Lord could help me, if that’s 
what He wanted. The job was 
harder to sacrifice, but I trusted 
that the Lord would help me to 
earn a living, too.

One author says that the Lord 
requires us to sacrifice everything 
to Him, not so that we’ll be de-
prived of every joy and happiness, 
but so that He’ll be first in our 
heart, and so that every blessing 

will be through Him and in His control. 
For Jesus said, “Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with 
all thy strength: this is the first command-
ment.” Mk. 10:30

The Lord requires us to sacrifice 
everything to Him, not so that we’ll be 

deprived of every joy and happiness, 
but so that He’ll be first in our heart, 

and so that every blessing will be 
through Him and in His control.

Now this is very honest, and I have little doubt that 
God designed things for this to all come out. Oh, praise 
His name! “God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all 
things.” 1 Jn. 3:20 We trust Him to make of His work what He 
wants to make of it in these latter years. We are content 
to stay in the littleness of our place and understanding 
and leave it to Him. He is so able! He handles us so eas-

ily—although it doesn’t seem so easy to us! “And he put 
forth the form of an hand, and took me by a lock of mine 
head; and the spirit lifted me up between the earth and the 
heaven, and brought me in the visions of God to Jerusa-
lem.” Ez. 8:3 We marvel at the greatness of God. My soul doth 
greatly magnify the Lord. “Blessed are all they that put their 
trust in him.” Ps. 2:12 2
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Coquetta
 Since I got saved I wanted to live 

for Jesus with my whole heart. The world 
seemed a much better place. And now I 
did not feel ashamed to be alive. I asked 
my Father what He wanted me to do, 
besides being a good daughter. I mean, 
what was His desire that I should work 
at? His answer startled me. (It probably 
won’t startle you folks.) :-) “I want you to 
be a homemaker.” The answer was clear. 
Had I stepped off a merry-go-round? I 
felt dizzy. What? Me? After the kind of 
person I had been?

Why, I wasn’t ready.
No. I wasn’t ready. But God had already 

thought about it. Many are His thoughts 
toward us, He said (Ps. 40:5).

My sister obtained guardianship over a 
newborn baby girl. When I heard of the 
possibility, I knew the Lord was really 
changing me, for I desired to take care 
of her with a very strong desire. And so 
it was, in God’s plan, that I was there 
and saw baby Victoria as she took her 
first breath. I felt love for a tiny human 
being. While Abigail taught school, I took 
care of the baby, and then took care of 
her overnight when Abigail was very sick. 
Then I went to live with my sister and 
took care of her household and Victoria. 
Isn’t God so careful how He teaches us 
things? I thought I would die sometimes 
because of His stretching, that surely I 
would have to fail. But He said, “My grace 
is sufficient for thee: for my strength is 
made perfect in weakness.” 2 Cor. 12:9 And 
it was true. I didn’t have to fail when He 
was with me.

It was while I was at my sister’s that 
a music discussion over email with Joel 
turned into discussion of other things. 
I was used to writing him off and on for 
the website work. His love for songs had 
brought to my attention the words in 
songs I had never noticed. Now his out-
look taught me more things I never no-
ticed either. Nevertheless, the valentine 
poem at the end of the letter surprised 
me. How on earth could he write such 
lovely poetry about my salvation? But 
then I went and prayed because I did 
not know what to do with the rest of the 
valentine poem.

Many things went through my mind as 

I thought of the letter he had sent.
I was eleven when my family met Joel’s 

family. I was delighted that they had a 
girl my age and soon became best friends 
with her. Did I notice her brother? Uh-
hmm. Did I like him? Yes and no. I was 
mostly curious what Laura thought of 
him, because I had never had a brother.

One of my favorite things about him 
was the stamp col-
lection he had. I 
had one too. And 
sometimes we 
would trade; that 
was great fun. We 
seemed to be the 
only ones that liked 
stamps, and when 
we would trade, I 
wished we could be 
friends.

Often Joel would 
get pulled into 
what Laura and I 
had dreamed up to 
do. I guess I liked 
him, for I would 
feel quite indignant 
at how she would 
order him around. 
When he’d refuse to participate under 
such terms, I admired him, and felt a 
twinge of self-pity. Hmm.

My other favorite thing about him was 
how he could read aloud. So often when 
we baked or sewed or quilted, we were 
treated to a story, and the stories he 
would read were never boring.

And then, like he said, as teenagers we 
went our separate ways. I learned to gar-
den and kept perfecting my sewing skills. 
Laura went to teaching children. I house-
cleaned and babysat. And sometimes I 
would think about Joel—I didn’t hear very 
much about him. Except for his music, 
and it kept getting more beautiful.

And then my life changed. With Jesus’ 
life in my heart, things looked different. 
I wondered, out of the blue, if when 
Joel’s heart had been changed, things 
looked so much better. But the more I 
thought about it, the more troubled I 
became. I began to fear that he didn’t 
know what I had found. This made me 
feel funny. Why was I so worried that 

my friend’s brother might not know 
about Jesus. I mean, he knew about Him 
alright, but what about His marvelous 
power to make darkness light? And then 
the Erickson family invited me to join 
them on a camping trip.

Two things happened on that trip. 
One was that I realized that Joel didn’t 
know. If he didn’t know, then he was 

still bound by sin. 
When I thought 
this, the earth 
seemed to crack 
open as it did for 
Korah, who rebelled 
against Moses, and 
it seemed that Joel 
stood at the edge 
ready to fall in. 
I could see him, 
but couldn’t even 
shout to warn him. 
I didn’t want him 
to die. And I cried 
out to the Lord in 
my heart, “Please, 
oh, please talk to 
him. Don’t let him 
die!” And the Lord 
said, “I will talk to 

him.” I hadn’t realized that I cared. But 
I didn’t want him to live without finding 
the beauty of life I had found. 

The second thing was when I was sitting 
on a rock all by myself writing in my di-
ary. From the sky came God’s voice as a 
thunderbolt; it shook my heart, my ears 
tingled, as He asked, “Would you marry 
someone you were persuaded did not 
love God with all his heart?” God was 
waiting—what was I going to say? I real-
ized that if I married one who did not 
particularly love God, I would have to 
turn my back somewhat on my Savior. 
So I promised I never would. And I also 
promised to pray for Joel every day until 
he found God.

When you pray for someone, you learn 
to care about them. And thus it was that 
the night Joel prayed through and God 
touched his heart that I felt like I was 
walking on clouds. Not only had God 
answered my prayer, He had saved Joel 
Erickson! I was very, very happy. 2

to be continued...

Isn’t God so careful 
how He teaches us things? 

I thought I would die 
sometimes because of His 

stretching, that surely 
I would have to fail. 

But He said, “My grace 
is sufficient for thee: 

for my strength is made 
perfect in weakness.” 

And it was true. 
I didn’t have to fail 

when He was with me.
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Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou son 
of David; my daughter is grievously 

vexed with a devil.” Mt. 15:22

“When my father and my mother forsake 
me, then the LORD will take me up.” Ps. 27:10

God designed for children to have a fa-
ther and a mother who are entrusted with 
their care. The children are “under tutors 
and governors until the time appointed.” Gal. 4:2 
Before the child is an enormous challenge. 
The child will become an adult, with an 
adult’s privileges, responsibilities, and ac-
countability. This is true physically, and it 
is even more profoundly true spiritually. 
To nurture the child, tutors and governors 
are given to the young mind and heart. 
The young human being needs assistance 
if his/her potential is to be realized. When 
this oversight is missing from a child’s life 
(such as a child of the streets), there is an 
inner hunger to “belong,” to have roots. 
This actually finds expression in gangs and 
idealization of various celebrities in many 

children who have been forsaken by their 
parents.

I would to God that every pair of parents 
felt keenly the weight of responsibility that 
is really involved. But many are living so 
selfishly that they are oblivious to the needs 
of their children. Others are careless and 
negligent. Even the more careful do not 
comprehend that the enemy of our souls 
is much smarter than we are, and that we 
need greatly the help of the Holy Ghost 
to accomplish the great task of rearing 
the young. The burden is so serious and 
weighty that no one should attempt to 
parent without being fully saved and 
established. Most parents are young and 
immature themselves. There are far too 
many attempting to raise children who 
themselves are merely bigger children.

Someone has observed that you need a 
license to drive an automobile, but there 
is no license required to be a parent. We 
would add that there is no valid compari-

son between the skills required for driving 
and the skills needed for parenting. Good 
parenting is one of the hardest tasks that 
a human being can try, and the conse-
quences of failure are vastly worse than 
a car wreck.

All children are born with an enormous 
disadvantage—the sinful, fallen nature of 
Adam. It is a curse, and even the most 
easy-to-care-for baby has this nature of 
wrath (Eph. 2:3; Rom. 5:14). A minister 
was preaching on this subject, and a 
mother in the audience interrupted him. 
“My baby isn’t like this!” she declared. The 
minister went on with the message, and 
before the discourse was complete, that 
baby was throwing a tantrum, much to 
the embarrassment of the mother. We 
would be willing to say that the carnality 
in the little innocent children shows more 
in some than others, but we are confident 
that it is in all, just as the Bible tells us.

The Bible tells us that “foolishness is 
bound in the heart of a child.” Pr. 22:15 There is 
something in each child that will frustrate 
and bring to naught the potential of the 
child to live a worthwhile life here and to 
make heaven their home over there. Alas, 
that so many lives are destroyed or fail to 
be what God designed us to be! Alas, that 
so many are raised without any oversight, 
or that oversight is overbearing, oppressive, 
and destructive.

Civil governments recognize this need of 
oversight in the child’s life, and there are 
government organizations which attempt 
to pick up the pieces when the parents 
fail the child to the extent that physical 
life is endangered. These government or-
ganizations are given enormous authority 
to interfere in the lives of others, and this 
authority is abused at times. However, the 
failure of many parents is so awful and so 
complete, that the only recourse of many of 
these greatly wronged children lies in these 
great bureaucracies. These government 
agencies are steeped in secular humanism, 
remarkably impersonal in many significant 
ways, and largely overwhelmed by the sheer 
magnitude of the problem. Thus men deal 
with men’s failures in this matter.

C H I L D R E N
FOSTER 

PART
ONE

There is something in each child that will frustrate and bring to naught the potential 
of the child to live a worthwhile life here and to make heaven their home over there.
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It is hard enough for a child to choose 
the right and refuse the wrong when 
governed wisely and carefully by loving 
parents. Consider for a moment the awful 
predicament of those children whose gov-
ernors have failed them, who have a state 
agency for a parent. The child, already at 
severe disadvantage from a lack of train-
ing and lack of love, and devastated by 
being severed from all that was familiar, is 
plunged into an atmosphere of uncertain-
ty, without any assurance that someone 
will be there for them. No human being 
can unconditionally commit to the child. 
The ones that should have committed are 
gone. No one can say, “You are my child, 
whether you do well or poorly. No matter 
what happens, you are my child.” This is 
what the child needs acutely. From the 
child’s perspective, there is no one at all 
for them. No one cares enough, they think. 
Not enough to take care of me, anyway. 
And out of this comes a desperate rage, a 
frantic struggle for affection mixed with 
a towering skepticism that there is any 
affection for them. There is jealousy of 
others. There are all the normal problems 
of a child along with much, much more. If 
the normal problems are represented by 
the varying force of the wind, the foster 
child has a continual hurricane. These are 
the results of a child being forsaken.

The plight of such a child arouses a great 
deal of sympathy. How could it not? If 
any decent, thinking person observes 
such things, how could it not stir pity and 
some desire to help? With the exception 
of Adam and Eve, every single member 
of the human race has gone through this 
vulnerable time of childhood. I remem-
ber reading an article about children on 
the streets in Seattle, Washington, some 
years ago. A boy had been put out of his 
home. His folks didn’t want him. He said, 
“If someone would just give me a chance!” 
My heart yearned to give him a chance. 
But I had my own responsibilities. If I at-
tempted to take on a boy like this, with 
his special needs, I would have neglected 
my own children. I might fail at the re-
sponsibilities I already had.

If you do not raise your children as you 
should, then who will (attempt to) do it? 
If you fail, the pieces will just be there. No 
one can really pick it up and do it as you 

should have done it. (If parents won’t par-
ent, who will parent?) So what recourse 
does the abandoned child have? “When my 
father and my mother forsake me, then the 
LORD will take me up.”

But the child doesn’t know the Lord. And 
there are many things out there that are 
vying for his/her attention and invest-
ment. Oh, how the child needs a governor! 
A wise governor. A governor endued with 
wisdom from above. Someone to stand in 
the gap (Eze. 22:30). Someone with power 
from God. Power to set the will to love. 
The power of patience and longsuffering. 
The power to set a good example under 
awful pressure. The power to keep one’s 
temper under extreme provocation. The 
abandoned children need someone like this. 
Someone who is not discouraged by the 
godless intervention of the state. This real-
ity in the abandoned child’s life is an awful 
problem. For the most part, they think 
they know best. They have low goals. To 
them, a success is an adult who is not a 
criminal, and who can hold down a job 
and be economically self-supporting. They 
ignore questions of adult morality. They 
do not care whether one of their children 
is an atheist or an adulterer. In the pursuit 
of these inadequate goals, they exercise 
a god-like authority, which is frequently 
contradictory and whimsical. In large part, 
this is driven by too much to do with too 
few to do it. They believe that man’s hopes 
lie in himself, in complete contradiction 
of the Word of God (Jer. 10:23). So they 
faithfully apply the wisdom of men to 
their children, scheduling regular sessions 
with psychologists and other counselors. 
Most of this backfires amazingly (it is pro-
vocative and counterproductive), and you 
would think they would catch on, simply 
from the lack of good results, but no. This 
is where they put their faith. It is all that 
they know to do. And so, led by the wis-
dom of men, they continue on, mechani-
cally scheduling required visits between 
the abandoned children and the people 
who have failed them. This reopens all 
the wounds of the child and exposes the 

child to all kinds of unrealistic promises. 
We understand that the state wishes to 
motivate the parents to do better, but it 
is at the expense of the child.

If the foster parent could deal with the 
child without the intervention of this 
agency, there would be more hope for 
the child. If the agency could even re-
spect and esteem the foster parent more, 
it would be more promising. But money 
is involved, and most who are involved 
in foster care become jaded and cynical 
with the politics and unreasonableness 
of the system. The combination of all 
this is deadly and damages the children 
exceedingly. In many cases, there is little 
to choose between leaving the child with 
abusive/neglectful parent(s) or removing 
them to the abusive/neglectful “oversight” 
of the bureaucracy. Physical safety, food 
to eat, and a shelter over the head. These 
are important, but it is so low. The child 
needs so much more.

Parenting the Foster Child
We read of the plight of abused chil-

dren of many years ago in such books 
as Just Mary and The Poorhouse Waif. 
Both are based on true stories. The latter 
occurred just as the Civil War was end-
ing; the former is probably from the late 
1800’s or early 1900’s. The suffering and 
neglect of the children is just as real, but 
the atmosphere is very different. There is 
no all-powerful state agency that intrudes 
on the children’s lives, but it certainly does 
not seem that such a thing would have 
made a difference for the children. The 
suffering of the children orphaned and 
abandoned as a result of the Civil War 
brought about workhouses and orphan 
institutions. Before this, such children 
had been indentured, that is, bound by 
contract to an adult for education and 
training. None of these methods really 
worked, for the child needs someone who 
really loves him/her.

We might say that the super-damaged 
child needs a super-strong foster parent, 
called of God to the charge. Ordinary 

We might say that the super-damaged child needs a 
super-strong foster parent, called of God to the charge. 
Ordinary parenting skills are not up to the task.
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parenting skills are not up to the task. 
Parenting is one of the hardest jobs in 
the world, and a damaged child in the 
custody of a government bureaucracy 
only makes it harder. If the foster child 
is to be shown their only hope—that is, 
that God will “take them up”—then good 
must overcome this enormous evil. The 
foster parent must demonstrate daily that 
“greater is He that is in you, than he that is 
in the world.” 1 Jn. 4:4

The arrangement between the foster 
parent and the state is a signed, contrac-
tual agreement in which 
the state holds almost 
all the advantages. Basi-
cally, in a practical way, 
the foster parent has 
no rights. The children 
can be taken from the 
home for any reason that 
the state sees fit to put 
forth. I know of one case 
where the foster parent 
had worked for the state for years. A group 
of boys had been in the home for many 
years. The couple who took care of them 
loved them as their own. They were skill-
ful in the ways of dealing with the bureau-
cracy. In spite of all this, some workers in 
the agency had it in for the foster parents; 
they were successful in manipulating the 
rules of the agency, and the children were 
removed from the home. A worker in one 
of these agencies stated, “Any child in fos-
ter care is at risk. They can be moved at 
any time for any reason.” This is very true. 
It is not even entirely up to the agency. 
The courts regularly interfere.

It is true that life itself is full of uncer-
tainties. Parents may die or be imprisoned. 
Severe and disabling afflictions may pre-
vent parenting. We cannot promise our 
children that we will always be there for 
them without adding, “If humanly pos-
sible....” But foster parenting is all this 
with more. Perhaps it is more like raising 
children in a concentration camp. How 
accurately the words of the Bible apply 
here: “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, 
do it with thy might.” Ec. 9:10 “I must work 
the works of him that sent me, while it is 
day: the night cometh, when no man can 
work.” Jn. 9:4 The window of opportunity is 
very short for most of the time.

This lack of control, lack of a free hand, 
is one of the features of foster parenting. 
In this respect, it is very, very different 
from more normal parenting. It is far more 
perilous to the child and to the foster par-
ent. To do what is right under hostile, or 
at least unsympathetic, scrutiny is quite 
different than doing right without this 
pressure. There is a subtle, and some-
times not-so-subtle pressure to compro-
mise God-given child-raising standards, to 
conform to the secular humanism view 
endorsed by the agency.

Spanking
One of these issues is spanking. We 

will define spanking as moderate corpo-
ral punishment, communication beyond 
words, as administered by a parent to a 
child for the good of the child while the 
parent’s temper is under control. When 
the parent’s temper is not under control, 
spanking easily slips into beating, and 
beating easily slips into abuse. We do not 
believe in beating a child at all, in this 
sense; and we certainly do not believe in 
abusing a child. Many parents that have 
their children taken away claim that they 
were only spanking their children, when 
the facts are that they were beating them. 
It was unfair and really bullying.

Most foster children will not respond 
desirably to a spanking if you were al-
lowed to give them one. They have been 
beaten, and the most considerate and 
loving discipline in the world will cause 
them to relive the unfairness of the abuse 
they have suffered, and as a result, your 
attempts to communicate with them 
through spanking will not work. “What 
will work then?” you might say. The 
somber truth is that hardly anything will 
work. “Surely you exaggerate,” you may be 
thinking. No, I am not. That little hardly 
anything is all you have to work with. It 

is hard to win their trust enough to deal 
effectively with them.

The Objective of Home Discipline
Let’s review for a moment the entire 

subject of parental/child discipline. The 
subject naturally breaks down into two 
distinct parts: (1) the objective, and (2) 
what it takes to arrive at that objective. 
The Bible calls the objective a vision. 
“Where there is no vision, the people per-
ish.” Pr. 29:18 We commonly say of people 
who have no vision that they do not know 

what they are doing. 
They are floundering, 
spinning their wheels, 
going nowhere, etc. 
Physically, most all of 
us have a pretty good 
vision of what a child 
should be. The physical 
boy will grow up to be a 
physical man. The phys-
ical girl will grow up to 

be a physical woman. We get alarmed if 
something goes wrong with the process. 
We know it is not working because of our 
vision of the end result. But when it comes 
to the spiritual objective, the spiritual vi-
sion, people do not do as well. There is 
a great deal of purposeless drifting out 
there. Children just growing up, without 
being raised. Parents who have basically 
abdicated their responsibilities. They have 
just dropped out and given up. If they get 
the children fed, sheltered, and educated, 
they think they have done their job. Many 
have even abandoned basic civilized mo-
rality, and they are complete strangers to 
what it means to be like Jesus. They have 
no vision to speak of, and they are perish-
ing. The vast majority of children that are 
taken by the child welfare agencies come 
from living places like that.

Many are persuaded that if you just 
beat the children enough, somehow ev-
erything will turn out all right. As a de-
fense of their vision (?), they will quote 
you Prov. 23:13-14: “Withhold not correction 
from the child: for if thou beatest him with 
the rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt beat 
him with the rod, and shalt deliver his soul 
from hell.” Their vision is the beaten child. 
Righteousness, according to them, is only 
obtained by force. Then the child grows 

Many are persuaded that if you just beat the 
children enough, somehow everything will turn 
out all right. Might makes right, and God is 
mightier than us, so He beats us into submission. 
You can see at a glance that this false vision has 
little or no room for loving the truth.
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up to be a “right-by-might” person and 
beats the next generation into submission. 
Furthermore, they would have you be-
lieve (by implication) that God is like this. 
Might makes right, and God is mightier 
than us, so He beats us into submission. 
You can see at a glance that this false vi-
sion has little or no room for loving the 
truth. For following the right voluntarily. 
The whole issue of choice is lost in the 
forcing, making, compelling. This false 
vision of child raising is responsible for a 
great deal of the religious fanaticism in the 
world today.

What is the objective of child raising? 
What is the model for an adult? How 
should we live? Without hesitation, we 
would reply, “JESUS!” He is our sample, 
our example. “For even hereunto were ye 
called: because Christ also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that ye should fol-
low his steps: Who did no sin, neither was 
guile found in his mouth: Who, when he was 
reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, 
he threatened not; but committed himself to 
him that judgeth righteously.” 1 Pet. 2:21-23 This is 
very comprehensive; it covers everything. 
And it is where all mankind is called; God 
is calling and requiring everyone to follow 
in the footsteps of Jesus. We see readily 
that to follow in His footsteps that we 
must be like Him in heart (Mt. 10:24-25; 
1 Jn. 3:2), and it is immediately evident that 
there is much that the most careful train-
ing and the most careful discipline cannot 
impart, yet the most careful training and 
discipline are very important and a crucial 
part of the picture.

But what if I am not raised like Jesus 
was raised and I get really saved, thus 
becoming a new creature in Christ Jesus 
(2 Cor. 5:17)? Is not the change of heart 
sufficient to make up for my undisciplined 
growing up? No. Living for God is a mix-
ture of what God does and what I must 
do. If my ability to carry out my part is 
damaged, then I will struggle. For instance, 
if I have formed the mental habit of sloth, 
I will not turn suddenly industrious when 
God changes my heart. My motives will 
change, and something within me will 
not want to neglect prayer and spiritual 
activity, but something in my habits and 
conditioning will still be lazy. If I am to 
live up to what God has done in changing 

the motive of my heart, I will have to press 
out against my flesh and build an indus-
triousness that should have been built by 
training in my childhood and adolescency. 
The same is true in all other areas. “Let the 
brother of low degree rejoice in that he is 
exalted: But the rich, in that he is made low: 
because as the flower of the grass he shall 
pass away.” Jas. 1:9-10 We would apply this 
scripture to poverty of training and riches 
of training. Some are too low and need to 
come up; others are too high and need to 
come down. To be rich in training will 
not bring about the humility of mind and 
heart that is so necessary to live a saved 
life. To all who are rich in this way, the 
Bible commands, “Be not highminded, but 
fear.” Rom. 11:20 (See also 1 Timothy 6:17-19.) 
To be raised so that you are neither too 
high or too low is very helpful, but real 
Bible salvation will cause the low to come 
up rejoicing and the rich (in this world) 
to come down rejoicing, too. It will raise 
the slave and lower the slave owner. It will 
inspire the uneducated to learn and inspire 
the educated to humble down.

We are told of Jesus that “butter and 
honey shall he eat, that he may know to 
refuse the evil, and choose the good.” Is. 7:15 
Jesus did not live spiritually on marga-
rine (much less imitation margarine) and 
saccharin. He lived on spiritual realities 
(butter and honey) that taught Him ac-
curately how to refuse the evil and choose 
the good. We might say that He had a true 
vision of how to live as a child, a teenager, 
and as a man. He is still living (forever-
more) on heaven’s butter and honey. He is 
the head of a great family, a multitude of 
spiritual children. He wants to give you a 
butter and honey vision of parenting.

How to Bring About the Objective
We now look at the ways and means to 

bring about the desired objective of rais-
ing a son or daughter in the fear, nurture, 
and admonition of the Lord.

“He that spareth his rod hateth his son: 
but he that loveth him chasteneth him 
betimes.” Pr. 13:24 “Chasten thy son while 
there is hope, and let not thy soul spare 
for his crying.” 19:18 “Withhold not correc-
tion from the child: for if thou beatest him 
with the rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt 
beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver 

his soul from hell.” 23:13-14 “Correct thy son, 
and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall 
give delight unto thy soul.” 29:17 “If ye endure 
chastening, God dealeth with you as with 
sons; for what son is he whom the father 
chasteneth not? ” Heb. 12:7 These scriptures 
use the words chasten, beat, and correct. 
The word chasten is defined as “to cor-
rect by punishment or reproof, take to 
task; to restrain, subdue.” The word beat 
here means “to spank or apply corporal 
punishment with a switch or rod.” The 
objective in all these scriptures is to bring 
about a positive and desirable result in the 
child’s life. To use these scriptures as a jus-
tification for anger toward the child will 
disobey Ephesians 6:4: “And, ye fathers, 
provoke not your children to wrath: but 
bring them up in the nurture and admoni-
tion of the Lord.” This does not mean not 
to do anything that will make the child 
angry (what correction would accomplish 
that?), but it means not to do anything 
that would make the child justifiably 
angry. Of course, all or nearly all of the 
child’s anger is justifiable in his/her sight, 
but we are speaking of jusitifiable in the 
sense that all of our thoughts and actions 
will be answerable to God, who knows 
all things. If your child has a legitimate 
grievance against you in the sight of God, 
if you have been unjust to the child, then 
it is a provocation. This business of family 
discipline does not put the parents above 
law, but applies the laws of justice to all, 
parent and child alike. If you break the 
law while attempting to deal with the 
child for breaking the law, then there are 
two lawbreakers.

Dr. Dobson, in his book Dare to Disci-
pline, makes this point:

The issue of respect can be a useful 
tool in knowing when to punish and 
how excited one should get about a 
given behavior. First, the parent should 
decide whether an undesirable behavior

If you break the law while 
attempting to deal with 
the child for breaking the 
law, then there are two 
lawbreakers.
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represents a direct challenge of his au-
thority—to his position as the father or 
mother. Punishment should depend on 
that evaluation.... [A]cts of childish irre-
sponsibility... should be handled as such.... 
[E]xamples [that] do not constitute direct 
challenges to authority.... 

In my opinion, spankings should be 
reserved for the moment a child (age ten 
or less) expresses a defiant “I will not!” or 
“You shut up!” When a youngster tries 
this kind of stiff-necked rebellion, you 
had better take it out of him, and pain is 
a marvelous purifier. When nose-to-nose 
confrontation occurs between you and 
your child, it is not the time to have a 
discussion about the virtues of obedience. 
It is not the occasion to send him to his 
room to pout. It is not appropriate to wait 
until poor, tired old dad comes plodding 
in from work, just in time to handle the 
conflicts of the day. You have drawn a line 
in the dirt, and the child has deliberately 
flopped his big hairy toe across it. Who 
is going to win? Who has the most cour-
age? Who is in charge here? If you do not 
answer these questions conclusively for 
the child, he will precipitate other battles 
designed to ask them again and again. It is 
the ultimate paradox of childhood that a 
youngster wants to be controlled, but he 
insists that his parents earn the right to 
control him.... 

Much sound advice has been written 
about the dangers of inappropriate disci-
pline, and it should be heeded. A parent 
can absolutely destroy a child through the 
application of harsh, oppressive, whimsi-
cal, unloving, and/or capricious punish-
ment. I am certainly not recommending 
such. However, you cannot inflict per-
mament damage to a child if you follow 
this technique: identify the rules well in 
advance; let there be no doubt about 
what is and is not acceptable behavior; 
when the child cold-bloodedly chooses 
to challenge those known boundaries in 
a haughty manner, give him good reason 
to regret it; at all times, demonstrate 
love and affection and kindness and un-
derstanding.... “I love you too much to let 
you behave like that.”

“I have never spanked my three-year-
old because I am afraid it will teach her 
to hit others and be a violent person. Do 
you think I am wrong?”

I believe you are, but you’ve made an 
important point. It is possible for parents 
to create hostility and aggressiveness in 
their children by behaving violently them-

selves. If they scream and yell, lashing out 
emotionally and flailing the children for 
their accidents and mistakes, they serve as 
models for their children to imitate. That 
kind of parental violence is worlds apart 
from the proper disciplinary approach. 
However, when the child has lowered 
his head and clenched his fist, he is daring 
the parent to take him on. If the parent 
responds appropriately (on the backside) 
he has taught the child a valuable lesson 
that is consistent with nature’s method of 
instruction. Consider the purpose of pain 
in life. Suppose two-year-old Peter is pull-
ing on the tablecloth and with it comes a 
vase of roses which tips over the edge of 
the table, cracking him between the eyes. 
Peter is in great pain. From this pain he 
learns that it is dangerous to pull on the 
tablecloth. Likewise, he presses his arm 
against a hot stove and quickly learns that 
fire must be treated with respect. He pulls 
the doggie’s tail and promptly receives a 
neat row of teeth marks across the back 
of his hand. He climbs over the side of 
his high chair when mom isn’t looking 
and he learns all about gravity. For three 
or four years, he accumulates bumps and 
bruises and scratches and burns, each one 
teaching him about life’s boundaries. Do 
these experiences make him a violent 
person? No! The pain associated with 
these events teaches him to avoid making 
those same mistakes again. God created 
this mechanism as the child’s best vehicle 
for instruction. The loving parent can and 
should make use of the same processes in 
teaching him about certain kinds of social 
dangers. Contrary to what it might seem, 
Peter is more likely to be a violent person 
if his parent fails to apply this principle, 
because he learns too late about the 
painful consequences of acting selfishly, 
rebelliously, and aggressively.
—Dare to Discipline, by James Dobson, 
pages 54-55

With these scriptures and principles 
firmly in mind, we look at the needs of 
the foster child. They need discipline just 
as much as any child, but they are greatly 
damaged by inappropriate discipline 
before they come to the foster parent. In 
addition, they are not convinced at all that 
anyone loves them and is reproving and 
correcting them for their good. In effect, 
the foundations for a good parent/child 
relationship are completely destroyed, and 
they must be rebuilt, stone by stone, before 

any result will show. “If the foundations be 
destroyed, what can the righteous do? ” Ps. 11:3 
“The street shall be built again, and the 
wall, even in troublous times.” Dan. 9:25 You 
must win the child’s belief in you for their 
sake, and you must be completely honest 
with him/her. If the child is old enough, 
you must explain your limitations and the 
reality of the child’s situation. If younger, 
you must act in accordance with a future 
explanation. And, if the child still will not 
obey you in due time and will continue to 
defy you, it must be explained to the child 
that they will not stay with you. These are 
the boundaries of your relationship, and it 
is very important to be completely forth-
right and plain about those boundaries.

Then you will need a lot of patience, 
courage, and longsuffering to deal with 
the child while healing takes place. It is a 
most uneven process, this healing. One day, 
a happy, obedient child; then WHAM! All 
seems lost, and a little monster appears. 
There are bad days and good days. There 
are bad hours and good minutes. Far more 
of the former for quite a while. But after a 
while, some gains are noticeable. Then you 
will be torn the more, for all the instabili-
ties that are the normal characteristics of 
the foster child’s existence are still present, 
and the window of opportunity may be 
slammed at any moment.... This is tough 
work. “Only be thou strong and very coura-
geous.” Jos. 1:7

The Income of the Home
The child welfare agencies typically pay 

well for the care of the child, but rest as-
sured that you will earn every cent. It is 
very hard work, 24/7, but you will not 
be able to rely on having a job, no matter 
how well you do. The same instability that 
can snatch a foster child (or all of them) 
from the home in an instant, applies to 
the income, as well. Therefore, the agency 
requires the foster parent to have another 
source of income. It is nearly impossible for 
a single parent to foster parent a child(ren) 
without the financial and other support of 
another person. If you try it, you will find 
that being a keeper at home is a full time 
job (and more than full time). You will 
let some things slide that should not slide. 
Things will be allowed that should not 
be allowed. Vigilance will be less than it 
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should be. Even in situations where a single 
parent does not have to earn a living, the 
emotional strain of one adult attempting 
to be mother and father to the children is 
formidable. Any widow or widower who 
has raised or is raising children will admit 
to the truth of the above statement.

 
What Is the Home?

This brings us squarely to the question 
of the income of the home, which in turn, 
comes to the question of what is a home? 
This is a whole subject in itself, but it is 
worthwhile to follow for a ways in con-
nection with our main thought.

We will quote a little from Courtship 
and Marriage:

A sister told me, not long ago, that there 
was not a single thing in common between 
her and her husband—nothing. She named 
his three major interests in life—things in 
which she had no interest at all—and then 
said, “After these three things I come first.” 
These people are nearing retirement age, 
coming down to the time in life when 

they will need the comfort, sympathy, 
and strength of each other more than 
they have ever needed each other in 
their lives, and now, the foundation is 
crumbling from under them and they 
are actually just two people living in the 
same house—nothing more. There are no 
common bonds to bind them together in 
their closing years of life.

Another sister in her middle years of 
life, who has raised a family, has mar-
ried children, told my wife a while back 
that she did not know why she and her 
husband had ever married, as they had so 
little in common.

Another couple that I knew quite well 
and I have been in their home on various 
occasions were just two people living in 
the same house—nothing more. They 
were married for quite a few years but the 
charm and attraction of those earlier years 
had faded away. They had separate bank

accounts and separate bedrooms. When 
she took her vacation, she took two or 
three of her lady friends in her car and 
struck out wherever they wanted to go, 
leaving him at home. When he took his 
vacation he just took off alone and left her 
at home. They each contributed a certain 
amount for food and the other expenses 
of operating the home. Everything that 
makes a marriage a real marriage was gone 
and their foundation had crumbled from 
under them.
—Courtship and Marriage, by Ostis Wilson

We see that marriage is a consecration, a 
covenant, of a man and a woman to each 
other. It is exclusive of all others, and it 
gives rights to each of the two that they 
do not have toward anyone else. This is 
the foundation of the home, but it is not 
all that there is to it. God has more for 
the newly-established home than just 
each other. The precious consecrated 
relationship is designed so that equally 
precious little human souls can be added 
to that unique relationship. These may 

be children of the same flesh and bone or 
children of another physical origin, but 
the challenge that faces the home is the 
same in either case: will the children buy 
in to their home? Will they enter into 
the covenant as partakers and inheritors? 
“Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is 
a child, differeth nothing from a servant, 
though he be lord of all; But is under tutors 
and governors until the time appointed of 
the father.” Gal. 4:1-2 We see from this scrip-
ture that the parents (natural, adopted, 
or foster) are over the children until the 
time the child is no longer a child and is 
ready to take a place among the adults. It 
is a very bad mistake to assume that all 
this is happening just because the child is 
in the home and is fed, clothed, and edu-
cated. That is, that the child’s physical and 
mental needs are met. The child will not 

really get the benefit of the heart of the 
home until the child chooses to love the 
parents unselfishly and takes a stand to 
abide by the principles of the founders 
of the home.

This is a very difficult challenge. Will 
the natural selfishness of the child yield 
to the unselfish care of the providers of 
the home? Will the child willingly come 
under the yoke? It is a challenge in any 
home, but it is particularly a challenge in 
the foster home.

God has provided a process of bring-
ing children into the home of biological 
parents and children which greatly assists 
in forming the bonding necessary for 
the home to continue to be a home. To 
begin with, the newly conceived child is 
physically as close to the mother-to-be as 
is possible. He/she is nourished by her 
very blood, constantly in closest contact 
possible with her emotions and heartbeat. 
The child-yet-to-be-born hears her voice 
and experiences the very rhythm of her 
physical being constantly, night and day. 
He/she is surrounded by her very pres-
ence. So profound is this beginning rela-
tionship that it is described as “a mother’s 
love,” as distinguished from a father’s love, 
etc.

When the child is born into the home, 
there is a great need for the father to bond 
with the child. He does this at some dis-
advantage, compared to the mother. He 
must love from a certain distance, while 
she has experienced the closest physical 
bond that is possible. My father told me 
that when I was brought into the home 
after being born, he sat in a rocking chair 
and held me in his arms. He said that I was 
so small, so helpless, so dependent, that it 
just touched his heart, and he cried as he 
contemplated my need. You can see that 
my mother had already been committing 
herself to me for nearly nine months with 
a constantly growing consecration and 
dedication, and my father’s consecration 
was greatly accelerated by the actual sight 
of me. I was wonderfully blessed by being 
born into a vital, living home. However, 
it took me many years before I did not 
take it for granted and actually bought into 
the values and principles of my parent’s 
home. 2

to be continued...

These may be children of the same flesh and bone or 
children of another physical origin, but the challenge 
that faces the home is the same in either case: will the 
children buy in to their home? Will they enter into the 
covenant as partakers and inheritors?
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“And he put forth the form of an hand, and 
took me by a lock of mine head; and the 
spirit lifted me up between the earth and 
the heaven, and brought me in the visions 
of God to Jerusalem, to the door of the inner 
gate that looketh toward the north; where 
was the seat of the image of jealousy, which 
provoketh to jealousy.” Eze. 8:3

Behind all outward sins are the inner 
causes—the sins behind the sins. Just as 
a mighty river starts from little begin-
nings, so an apostasy stems from hidden 
beginnings. These beginnings are buried 
back in history, both ancient history and 
recent, but the eye of God sees them from 
their smallest beginning, for “all things are 
naked and open unto the eyes of Him with 
whom we have to do.” Heb. 4:13 This fact is both 
overwhelming and comforting. We cannot 
get away with anything, for He sees all; but 
there is nothing that He cannot heal and 
fix, for His comprehension of our need 
is absolutely complete. He saw when the 
Jews went astray; He knew what needed 
to be acknowledged, confessed, and for-
saken. We need to understand that God 
throughly understands why things are not 
working correctly today, and He knows 
how to fix it, too.

“And he brought me to the door of the 
court; and when I looked, behold a hole in 
the wall. Then said he unto me, Son of man, 
dig now in the wall: and when I had digged 
in the wall, behold a door.” Eze. 8:7-8

There is a hole in the wall, a little hole, 
that is available (through the mercy of 
God) to every thoughtful soul. Even that 
little hole, that little insight, is only found 
because God brings it to our attention. Is 
it not a little hole? It does not seem very 
significant. A brother’s testimony was 
mentioned in a previous article. He was 
in a place where he had been raised, in 
a church that professed to be the Lord’s, 
but he kept thinking, “There has got to 
be more to this.” The inconsistencies and 
barrenness in that place did not seem 

enormous or overwhelming at that time 
to him. It certainly didn’t appear to him 
as it does now, since he fled the ruin. It 
was just a hole in the wall. “Behold a hole 
in the wall.” It was just enough for him 
to make a choice, and that choice, at that 
time, was not to stay or flee. It was a choice 
of whether or not to dig.

We can say with great certainty that 
God is always bringing to the attention of 
people the holes that lead to the underly-
ing causes of sin; and we can say with equal 
certainty that most people choose not to 
look further. They don’t say, “Don’t look 
at the hole!” Of course not. Just to say that 
suggests a certain dishonesty—a desire not 
to look too closely lest I be obligated to 
act upon what I see.

God is very faithful to mankind, and all 
of His dealings with us are true and righ-
teous altogether, but the overall picture of 
men’s dealings with God is a sad contrast. 
If God has changed your heart so that your 
one great desire is to please Him and do 
what is right, then you will attempt to 
understand what God is trying to show 
you. But most people do not really have 
a heart to please Him (even if they think 
they do). As the Bible tells us, when many 
were invited to the great supper He had 
prepared, “They all with one consent began 
to make excuse.” Lk. 14:18

At this point, many will attempt to 
avoid inquiry by stating, “That’s just your 
interpretation.” (But does not God have an 
interpretation? Are not the scriptures of no 
private interpretation? [2 Pet. 1:20]) That 
“your interpretation” excuse is an excel-
lent tool for avoiding inquiry. It is a long 
way from “I must know what truth is.” It 
is a long way from “Buy the truth, and sell 
it not.” Pr. 23:23

Another sophistry of the devil is, “Thou 
shalt not judge.” This anti-digging tool is a 
twisted scripture. It ignores the words of 
Jesus, “Judge not according to the appear-

ance, but judge righteous judgment.” Jn. 7:24 It 
ignores the pronouncement of Isaiah, “Zion 
shall be redeemed with judgment, and her 
converts with righteousness.” Is. 1:27 It would 
have us believe that any judgment shows 
a lack of love. It creates an atmosphere 
where no line is drawn between right and 
wrong; where a warm and fuzzy feeling is 
counted virtuous; where sensitivity to the 
feelings of others and “meaning well” are 
the only esteemed virtues. Furthermore, 
it would insinuate that God’s judgments 
are unknown, except in the more gross 
and distasteful immoralities, and that we 
should not meddle with them, as we are 
too weak, childlike, and fleshly to prop-
erly understand them or employ them. 
Strangely, this lack-of-judgment is very 
judgmental against people being judgmen-
tal. One young woman declared, “I will not 
worship with people who are judgmental.” 
It is one of the more judgmental declara-
tions I have ever heard.

All of these hellish devices are ploys to 
keep people from digging. (Yes, I know 
that each can be taken to extremes, and 
this is just as wrong.) More people are hin-
dered from a rigorous and effective inquiry 
of what is right and what is wrong by these 
attitudes than is imagined.

Now in our text, God takes Ezekiel on 
a fact-finding mission to see what went 
wrong with the Jewish nation to the ex-
tent that the temple is destroyed, the city 
of David is demolished, and the people 
are captives in the land of Babylon. And 
when God points out the little hole in the 
wall, He tells Ezekiel, “Son of man, dig 
now in the wall.” That is why we know 
the hole was little—digging was needed. 
We will never discover what God wants 
us to know unless we dig. You will just 
keep passing by that little hole. You will 
keep on saying things like, “That little 
thing? That’s not important! Besides, we 
shouldn’t judge!” Or maybe you will say, 

the Seat 
of the Image 
of Jealousy

Behind all outward sins are the inner 
causes—the sins behind the sins. Just as a 

mighty river starts from little beginnings, so 
an apostasy stems from hidden beginnings.
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“Well, that’s your interpretation that the 
hole means something! A lot of others, 
including me, feel differently about it. A 
little hole like that? That’s not important! 
How could that amount to much?” But 
Brother Ezekiel had a different mindset, 
didn’t he? He dug. And he found, hidden 
in the dirt with just a little hole leading 
to it, a door.

There are diggers who never get to the 
door. We might say, “Well, at least, they 
dug!” And it is certainly better to do what 
God tells us to do. “Son of man, dig.” But 
we must go far enough. Well, how far is 
far enough? Until we see what God meant 
for us to see.

A brother and sister visited a congrega-
tion. This visited congregation was vilified 
and condemned among the people where 
the brother and sister came from. But the 
two had been stirred by recent develop-
ments in their church to do some dig-
ging. Perhaps the Lord was blessing over 
there in that congregation, they thought. 
So they visited. Now their expectations 
were shaped by the people among whom 
they made their home, and they hon-
estly perceived no need for adjustment in 
themselves. They felt they were honest 
and up-to-date in their light, and I believe 
they were. However, they did not realize 
how much God would require them to 
change to take a stand against the errors 
that were bothering them among their 
people. In short, they vastly underesti-
mated the amount of digging that would 
be necessary to uncover what would turn 
out to be a door—a door that God wanted 
to show them.

The sister came to meeting with a bur-
den to speak. She felt the Lord had given 
her things to say, and she expected that the 
Holy Spirit would make room for her. And 
that room was given to her in precisely the 
same way that it was extended to every other 
child of God. No special announcement 
was made that opened the way for her to 
speak. No inward or outward attitude was 
raised in opposition to her speaking. In fact, 
we were all there to hear whatever the 
Lord would lay upon anyone. The burden 
of proof that one was in order lay upon 
anyone who felt compelled to exercise 
himself or herself. We rather hoped that 
this sister would have something to say.

She did not say anything. 
She left the meeting without 
saying anything. She visited 
with others for the better 
part of a day without say-
ing anything. She did not say 
anything for the better part of 
five years. Then she decided 
to talk. She went to a sister 
that resided at that congrega-
tion and told her that she felt 
she could not say what God 
had given her to say that night 
in service without coming un-
der a spirit of domination. She could not 
offer any evidence of a spirit of domina-
tion, even after all that time. She simply 
stated that there was. After this assertion, 
things began to come out. She was asked 
if she had talked to anyone else about the 
matter, and at first she denied it. She really 
thought she hadn’t talked to anyone, that 
she had been impartial and not influenced, 
but she had forgotten some things. Then 
God reminded her of whom she had talked 
to, and she was honest enough to call and 
confess what she had forgotten. We knew 
the ones she had talked to. We had been in 
situations where we had tried their spirit. 
A picture began to emerge. “I’m still dig-
ging. I’m still a digger.” But they do not find 
the door. We were afraid for her. She had 
not found the door.

“Well, maybe there is no door to find.” 
Whenever wrong is going on, there is a 
door. “Is there not a cause? ” 1 Sam. 17:29 There 
is a cause. Sin has roots. God knows where 
those roots are, how to expose them, and 
how to get them out. But we must have 
a heart to do our part. Our part is to dig 
where He points. He will show us the hole. 
Then we are tested on just how much we 
want to know and how far we want to go 
with God. We can leave Him there point-
ing at the hole and (1) stop digging, (2) dig 
in other places, (3) dig so halfheartedly that 
nothing is accomplished. In any of these 
ways, the door will not be discovered.

What was behind that door that Ezekiel 
dug up? Behind the door, well hidden, was 
“the seat of the image of jealousy.” At this 
point, the question is, are you willing to 
look behind the door? Will you go all the 
way with God and look at “the hidden 
things of dishonesty”? 2 Cor. 4:2 If you want to 

abhor them as God abhors them, if you 
want to see what depths deliverance must 
reach to do the job of establishing holiness 
acceptable unto God, then you must “go in, 
and behold the wicked abominations that 
they do here.” Eze. 8:9

We pause to consider the effect on us of 
this insight. You will not be the same. You 
will not sit and listen to the preaching as 
you once did. You will see things that will 
burden you and tear at your soul. You will 
see why there is not more power and glory. 
You will see why healings are hindered and 
so many are spiritually weak and cannot 
do anything much or stand very much 
for the Lord. The reasons are behind that 
door. They lie in the sins behind the sins. 
You will find yourself in the position of a 
man of God who made this statement in 
his last message to his congregation: “If I 
had known the hardness of men’s hearts, 
I would have conducted my ministry dif-
ferently over the years.” This was a faith-
ful brother who saw many things behind 
many doors, but something in his tempera-
ment did not care for the “adamant flint” 
(Eze. 3:9) necessary to penetrate to the 
depth of need, and God had allowed it 
to come out in this way at the end of his 
life and ministry. (Well, how could he be 
right, then? In the same way that Brother 
Peter was still saved and sanctified after 
sitting with the Jewish brethren and sepa-
rating himself from the Gentile brethren 
[Gal. 2:11-14].)

We see plainly that the roots—the real 
needs—of mankind are buried. There are 
two barriers. There is a lot of earth that 
masks the hidden motives and thoughts of 
the heart, but God has a way of access for 
us. God is willing and desirous of showing 

You will find yourself in 
the position of a man of God 

who made this statement: 
“If I had known the hardness 

of men’s hearts, I would 
have conducted my ministry 
differently over the years.”
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you your own heart. He has written His 
Word in such a way as to reflect a perfect 
picture of you—just how you stand be-
fore Him, His standard of holiness, and His 
standard of deliverance and victory made 
for you (Jas. 1:23-25). To get a hold of God’s 
standard, you must dig through the dirt. 
You must wade through your fleshly con-
ditioning. How your relatives think. The 
prevailing values of your family. Your own 
temperament. Your own prejudices. Your 
fears. What the devil suggests to you in the 
fleshly reasoning of your own mind. Behind 
all this dirt is the door—the will. In the 
Jews to whom Ezekiel preached, this door 
was firmly closed to God. God was not in 
their heart. Other things had been taken 
through that door. Then the whole thing 
had been covered over with earth.

This is the classic pattern. Hardly anyone 
says, “The reason I am in such great trouble 
is because I shut my heart against God and 
His ways and piled earthly reasoning over 
my decision to justify myself.” A child of 
God will readily say this and testify with 
great thankfulness to the process of digging 
and uncovering, forsaking and cleaning out, 
opening to God and His salvation that fol-
lowed. But most people are not children of 
God. They serve sin and the devil.

There was a professing preacher who 
secretly used chewing tobacco. His son was 
convinced that he secretly drank alcoholic 
beverages, too. “He always had a ‘milky’ 
condition in his eyes,” the son said. “But 
when he reached his old age and could no 
longer get around, that milky condition 
cleared up.” The son suspected that he 
secretly purchased and consumed alcohol 
thoughout his life until he couldn’t do it 
anymore. This same son was the one who 
caught him using tobacco. He said, “I think 
Dad thought that he was one of those 
people who needed tobacco. [There are 
no such people.] He had convinced himself 
that he needed it just as other people need 
to eat food or vitamins.” In this way, he 
justified his secret sins. In this way, he piled 
up the earth before the door of his heart. 
Behind the door, what he had allowed in, 
flourished.

It did not seem expedient to this man to 
reveal his secret sins. Expedient means fit or 
proper under the circumstances; conducive 
to self-interest; desirable; advisable; advan-

tageous; sometimes contradistinguished 
from right or principled. The word’s 
synonyms include suitable, appropriate, 
and politic. The hypocrite reasons that his 
actions would be acceptable in a different 
moral atmosphere, although they are not 
acceptable now, so he hides what he does. 
He does not take into account that God is a 
revealer of secrets, yea, the secrets of men’s 
hearts, and that God is infinitely holy and 
hates all sin with an infinite hatred. God’s 
judgments reveal all sin and show the way 
to righteousness. He does not vary His 
standards as men do.

A minister had a daughter who loved to 
dance. But for her, there was a problem. 
The church of which he was the pastor 
forbade dancing. This heritage was the 
result of holy living by their predecessors. 
It was a valuable understanding. But the 
minister had something other than a love 
for truth and holy living in his heart. “Just 
wait awhile,” he counseled his daughter. 
“Things will change. Eventually, dancing 
will be allowed among us.” This account 
was written by the daughter when she was 
an older woman. She rejoiced in the fact 
that her daddy was correct. Things did 
change. She got to indulge her love for 
dancing with the approval of the church.

There are many things going on in se-
cret today that are waiting for a chance to 
come out and appear respectable, at least 
to some. And there are others who are 
not willing to wait, but defiantly cham-
pion some sinful thing in open rebellion 
against the prevailing understanding of 
what is right and wrong among men. Until 
it is expedient to let it come out in the open, 
it is carefully hidden behind the closed door 
of the heart, with a small mountain of dirt 
over it. But God has left a hole in the fleshly 
reasoning of men against this expediency, 
this practice of politics. These inconsisten-
cies, the causes of ill spiritual health. If you 
are not satisfied to accept things without 
seeking, searching, knocking, then you will 
began to dig; and eventually you will come 
to the door.

The dirt hides the door. The flesh is a 
veil to the decisions of the heart. The idols 
of the heart are veiled by the common at-
tributes of humanity. “The word of God 
is quick, and powerful, and sharper than 
any twoedged sword, piercing even to the 

dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of 
the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart.” Heb. 4:12 
God’s Word, in the hands of His Spirit, 
will cut though all obstacles and reveal 
the thoughts and intents of the heart. God 
will show you what is really behind your 
door and the doors of others, if you will 
stay with Him and keep looking.

So we see Ezekiel, taken by the hand of 
God to the hole in the earth, digging, dig-
ging, digging, until behold, he finds a closed 
door (Eze. 8:8). “And he said unto me, Go 
in, and behold the wicked abominations that 
they do here. So I went in and saw.” Eze. 8:9-10 
We see then that a man directed by God, 
willing to dig as God wants him to dig, will 
find the door to the human heart. He will 
be directed and empowered to go in and 
see. Sometimes it may be his own heart 
that he is privileged to see (for it cannot be 
accurately seen without the help of God), 
and sometimes it may be the hearts of oth-
ers; but the overall effect will be to under-
stand the will of God (Eph. 5:17) and to be 
enabled to cry to the Strong for help.

When Ezekiel saw the inward hearts of 
the Jews, the whole thing made a lot of 
sense. The judgment (even their captiv-
ity) was not too severe in any way. It was 
directly in proportion to the wickedness 
behind the closed door. God saw it all the 
time and had brought this judgment upon 
them. Now Ezekiel began to see it. And 
the children of the captivity needed to 
see it, too. Without this horrible percep-
tion, there is no deliverance from the sin. 
God does not enjoy rubbing the faces of 
mankind in their sins, but the in-your-face 
ordeal is absolutely necessary if we are to 
be saved (2 Cor. 7:11). Without a true im-
pression of the sinfulness of sin, there is 
no godly sorrow, consequently no heartfelt 
repentance, and no deliverance.

The stomach-turning tour of the inward 
thoughts and motives of the Jewish people 
began, and we read, “Behold every form of 
creeping things, and abominable beasts, and 
all the idols of the house of Israel, pourtrayed 
upon the wall round about. And there stood 
before them seventy men of the ancients of 
the house of Israel, and in the midst of them 
stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan, with 
every man his censer in his hand; and a 
thick cloud of incense went up. Then said he 
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unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen what the 
ancients of the house of Israel do in the dark, 
every man in the chambers of his imagery? 
for they say, the LORD seeth us not; the LORD 
hath forsaken the earth.” Eze. 8:10-12 We see at a 
glance that we are looking at spiritual wick-
edness in high places. Those who should 
have been guardians of the truth had ut-
terly betrayed it, even the ancients of the 
house of Israel. The depths of their unbelief 
and godless philosophy are revealed in the 
words, “the LORD seeth us not; the LORD hath 
forsaken the earth.” This pernicious skepti-
cism had gone through the 
nation like leaven. Only a 
handful had not bowed the 
knee to Baal, so to speak.

This horrible betrayal of 
truth is just as real today 
and just as evil. The breth-
ren who re-discovered the 
truth of God’s church, 
His body, in the Evening 
Light Reformation of 
1880, taught a depth of 
deliverance from sectish 
principles and ideas that 
echoed the same teaching 
in the early days of the church of God as 
portrayed in the New Testament. They 
exposed the false reasoning that had cap-
tured and bound millions of God’s children 
in different churches since the Protestant 
Reformation of 1530. They insisted on the 
cleansing and purifying from the idols of 
party and groupism that defiled these Baby-
lonish captives, and this sanctifying work of 
God enabled them to escape, one by one, 
to stand once more on the foundation that 
God kept from ever being corrupted.

But the current leaders of those who 
profess to have escaped Babylon have 
changed the focus of the message. It has 
been steadily slipping toward holding the 
“church” together instead of deliverance to 
a vision of God. The truth has more and 
more evolved among them to a doctrinal 
shadow, and when we dig into their atti-
tudes and teachings, we find that they are 
more like sectism than not.

This is what has happened to a the 
vast majority of those who claim to be 
the church of God today. Only by their 
doctrine can they be distinguished from 
many other parts of Christendom. “Having 

a form of godliness, but denying the power 
thereof.” 2 Tim. 3:5 They teach and appear to 
cherish the doctrines of separation and dis-
tinction from all other groups (2 Cor. 6:17) 
and love to celebrate “having been raised in 
the truth,” but they know little to nothing 
of the perfect love and eye single that en-
abled men and women to break every yoke 
and return to the rebuilding of Zion. 

I am thinking of a minister who was 
esteemed among them because of his 
spirituality (who nevertheless eventually 
settled for being one of them), who said 

of them in a certain locality, “They do 
not know what salvation means.” When I 
first heard this, it seemed rather extreme 
and a little far-fetched. Surely they could 
not have such a heritage without at least 
knowing what salvation means! But he 
was right. Not only did they not have the 
experience working in them, they had at 
that place lost consciousness of it to the 
extent that they regarded a good moral 
life, a sensitivity and loyalty to what was 
taught, and a “sweet” spirit as evidence of 
salvation. They had lost all consciousness 
of such truths as, “Anything less than a 
perfect trust in God is a denial of Him.” 
They actively intermingled with others of 
the same philosophical bent as themselves 
in the group of people with whom their 
congregation fellowshipped, and they 
were suspicious and a little apprehensive 
of those who went deeper. Their pastor 
was a man of mighty intellect; he edified 
their minds, satisfied their curiosity, and 
entertained them. They ignored and still 
ignore the holes in the earth. Behind the 
closed doors of their hearts, they burn their 
incense and worship their abominations. 

Their descendants come along and build 
on their work, little suspecting that the 
effort is adulterated and impure in the eyes 
of God. These descendants act sincerely, 
more or less, in following something that 
is less than complete truth. The same goes 
on in tens of thousands of sects all over 
the world.

When faced with this general summary, 
and very specific accounts of their aposta-
sy, they are highly offended. Just outraged. 
In a different time, physical imprisonment 
and even death might have followed. Now 

they just kill the influence 
of those who oppose them 
as best they can, and keep 
that door firmly sealed 
against anything else that 
conflicts with where their 
heart is set.

Every now and then, 
something happens that 
exposes a hole. This is 
God’s mercy to the people 
behind the door, although 
it is largely unrecognized.

About 23 years ago, 
a pastor was teaching a 

standard that was in direct contradiction 
of the Bible on a number of points. If you 
lived in that congregation and loved the 
Lord, you were heavily censured, even 
persecuted, if you did not go along with 
those Bible contradictions. This pastor was 
quite influential; he was much thought of 
in many other congregations, and the 
less-than-spiritual standards had made 
headway in many other places. Several 
spiritual ministers were quite burdened 
about the situation, and several (unsuc-
cessful) meetings were held in that pastor’s 
congregation to try to help all, including 
him. These were of no avail. A man in his 
congregation opposed these same things. 
Finally a general ministers’ meeting was 
held about the matter, and the details of 
the spiritual conflict came to light. About 
twelve points came out—all of them in 
violation of the Bible. All of them were 
apparently little things. The matter was 
presented before the ministerial body, and 
the pastor spoke. It was plain that he was 
indeed teaching and doing those things. 
He defended them. He sidestepped the 
importance of those things.

We see then that a man directed by 
God, willing to dig as God wants him to 

dig, will find the door to the human heart. 
He will be directed and empowered to 
go in and see. The overall effect will be 
to understand the will of God and to be 

enabled to cry to the Strong for help.
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I sat in that meeting and confidently 
waited for men and women of God to re-
fute the false teaching and deal with the 
heart of the brother. And I received one of 
the great shocks of my life. They did not. 
There were brethren there who had good 
understanding of what was involved and 
what it would mean. One of them said, 
“Well, let’s have a Bible study. If we don’t 
know what we believe, then let’s study 
it now.” But there was no consensus to 
study the Bible about those things. Any 
fair study would come to a conclusion 
that those things were wrong. Folks 
weren’t mixed up or confused about 
those things. The problem was not 
ignorance or confusion.

The problem was political. A young 
brother and sister approached an older 
sister and asked her, “What’s going on? 
Why won’t any of you speak up? We were 
taught that these things were wrong.” The 
old sister replied, “We are all so afraid.” 
And that was the truth. They were afraid 
to stand up for the truth. They were 
afraid that it would split them. Such was 
the pastor’s influence. Instead, they had a 
vote of confidence in the pastor. Most of 
the ministers there, in the presence of the 
pastor’s apostasy, showed by uplifted hands 
that they continued to have confidence in 
the pastor and his ministry. Some abstained 
(I was one of them). The pastor continued 
to teach the same poisonous stuff among 
them until he died.

Now this was a hole in the wall that 
demanded further inquiry. God was show-
ing great mercy in allowing all this em-
barrassing, awkward confusion to surface. 
But much of this was wasted on the vast 
majority of the ministers who attended 
the meeting. They were not interested 
in digging to discover any closed doors. 
They will deny to this day that there was 
any significant change among them as a 
result of their doing (or not doing). In 
another meeting, some months before 
the one mentioned, a young minister had 
voiced the same sentiments as the older 
minister in this meeting described above. 
Remarkably, the entire body of ministers 
had rejected the exact same letdowns 
in principles and concepts.... The young 
minister did not have the same influence 
as the older minister.

In this way, people choose (by not 
taking a stand for truth) the abomina-
tions that they really believe in behind 
their closed doors. And regardless of their 
overall profession, the actual fruits of their 
idols and abominations began to manifest 
themselves.

There are two overall trends in this 
process of falling away. The first is an in-
creasing skepticism in God and His promises 
as He sees fit to work. The second is the 
worship of idols, such as Tammuz. Both 
are recorded in Ezekiel’s writing. The first 
characteristic leads to the second, for if we 
are not led by God and His promises, we 
will be led by something.

“Then said he unto me, Son of man, hast 
thou seen what the ancients of the house of 
Israel do in the dark, every man in the cham-
bers of his imagery? for they say, the LORD 
seeth us not; the LORD hath forsaken the 
earth. He said also unto me, Turn thee yet 
again, and thou shalt see greater abomina-
tions that they do. Then he brought me to the 
door of the gate of the LORD’S house which 
was toward the north; and, behold, there sat 
women weeping for Tammuz.” Eze. 8:12-14

The saying, “The LORD seeth us not; the 
LORD hath forsaken the earth,” pretty well 
sums up the attitude of skepticism. The 
idea of an absent, unconcerned Christ is 
a key thought to how false Christianity 
justifies its doings.

Tammuz was a young god in the pagan 
myth who supposedly died each fall and 
was resurrected each spring. According to 
the myth, he was very comely, and festi-
vals of rejoicing greeted his arrival in the 
spring, while mourning attended his sup-
posed annual death in the autumn. In many 
ways, he represents fleshly, earthly hopes, 
and this fable was especially attractive 
to women. Many Jewish women of the 
captivity found this story particularly ap-
pealing. They had hopes that there would 
be a “spring” from their captivity as they 

mourned the loss of Jerusalem, etc. As 
though there was a natural rhythm of loss 
and gain, and this “fate” was the explana-
tion of what had happened to them, of 
why they were exiles in Babylon.

There are many people weeping for 
Tammuz today. They have little or no faith 

in God, except as it appears convenient 
to do so, but their real confidence is in 
the flesh, especially the flesh at its best, 
i.e., Tammuz. The Tammuz worshipers 
believe in the flesh. Better and gifted 
preaching. More money. Projects. Great 
enthusiasm and zeal. Great fleshly wis-
dom. The praise and support of men. It 
is the exact opposite of Brother Paul’s 

testimony, “For we are the circumcision, 
which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice 
in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in 
the flesh.” Phil. 3:3

“But the hour cometh, and now is, when 
the true worshippers shall worship the 
Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father 
seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: 
and they that worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth.” Jn. 4:23-24

But if you weep for Tammuz, this scrip-
ture does not really mean very much to 
you, for your worship is offered in fleshly 
wisdom. God is not pleased with nor does 
He accept any worship but that offered in 
His Spirit and in His truth. “He is Lord of 
lords, and King of kings: and they that are 
with him are called, and chosen, and faith-
ful.” Rev. 17:14 We see that God is a choosing 
God. He does not have to take what is 
offered to Him and be glad to get it. No-
tice again how particular God is: “When 
the Son of man shall come in his glory, and 
all the holy angels with him, then shall he 
sit upon the throne of his glory: And before 
him shall be gathered all nations: and he 
shall separate them one from another, as a 
shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: 
And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, 
but the goats on the left. Then shall the King 
say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.” Mt. 25:31-34 The scripture goes on to tell 
how the rejected protest their end, but 
to no avail. These scriptures are going to 
come true in front of our eyes, and you 
and I, dear reader, will either be accepted 
or rejected before the throne of God. Oh, 

God is not pleased with 
nor does He accept any 

worship but that offered in 
His Spirit and in His truth.
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let us all take warning! What do you think 
will be the fate of those who weep for 
Tammuz?

The Spirit of God will spoil you for the 
enticements of Tammuz. He will prove to 
you the vast superiority of God’s way over 
every other way. He will lead you in such 
a way that your testimony will be, “Right 
was the pathway leading to this.” He will 
teach you to see through and “hate every 
false way.” Ps. 119:128 How precious it is to be 
under Holy Spirit government! To be one 
of the number whom God has unified and 
keeps in unity! It exceeds the unity of a 
creed as day exceeds night.

Tammuz is only attractive when people 
have lost sight of God. In Tammuz, the 
preachers arise in the power of a people 
united on a creed, anointed with the praise 
of men, and these people experience a cer-
tain kind of reward. But in Zion, the min-
isters speak “as the oracles of God,” 1 Pet. 4:11 
anointed by the same Holy Ghost that 
inspired the writing of the Bible, and the 
Holy Ghost fire is the same as with the 
saints in the Book. It proves out. It needs 

no revision. As the Lord who gives it, it 
is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 
It is timeless and will do to live by and to 
die by. Men change. Their conceptions and 
ideas vary. But truth in the hands of the 
Holy Ghost is ageless and eternal.

“He speaks, and eternity,
filled with His voice,

Re-echoes the praise of the Lord.”

It is a kingdom that cannot be moved, 
a stone cut out of the mountain without 
hands.

When the people of Judah fell away 
from the truth, and judgment fell upon 
them, God sent His prophet to hold before 
them eternal truth and to expose what 
they had actually followed, if perchance, 
they might humble themselves before Him 
and repent. And of them that received this 
message of truth recorded in the book of 
Ezekiel, they were those that returned to 
Zion and rebuilt the walls and the temple. 
The rest stayed in Babylon and grew more 
Babylonish each year.

“Are you of the holy remnant,
Gathered to the King of Peace?

Have you found a full atonement,
And abundance of His grace?

Yes, my soul has come to Zion,
On the high and holy way,

And I’ve seen the darkness flying,
Driven by the light of day.

“Have you heard a voice from heaven,
Calling in a solemn tone,

‘Come, my people, from confusion,
This is not your native home’?
Yes, I heard, and to my vision,

Zion’s glory brightly shone;
Then I rose and fled the ruin,

Taking not a Babel stone.

“Have you learned that all this remnant
Must be dressed in uniform?

Are you clothed in that white raiment,
That will shine before the throne?
Yes, I found the precious fountain,

Opened when the Savior died,
Here I washed my stains of crimson,

And my soul is sanctified.”
2

THEN HE SAID, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest 
send him to my father’s house: For I have five brethren; that he 

may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment. 
Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let 
them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one 
went unto them from the dead, they will repent. And he said unto 
him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 
persuaded, though one rose from the dead.” Lk. 16:27-31

This man was and is in the greatest disaster than can befall a 
human being. “And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments.” vs. 23 
There is absolutely nothing worse than can happen to a human 
being than to end up in hell, which was not even prepared for 
humans, but “for the devil and his angels.” Mt. 25:41 But that is where 
this man found himself. Jesus then tells us that he sought for relief, 
but found none. Then he sought for hope, but there was none 
of that, either. There was nothing but torment ahead—unending 
torment; no lessening, no change. Absolute hopelessness. Never 
had he thought that he would end up like this—never!

In this despair, this anguish, this extreme wretchedness, in the 
relinquishment of all hopes for himself, he thought of his five 
brothers. They were still alive and still had opportunity to get 
saved. The mind of the damned man raced through the areas of 
resistance of these five brothers to the truth. How well he knew 
those areas of resistance! In himself, that same resistance had 
ended him up in this awful place!

444

MOSES 
AND THE 

PROPHETS
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The desperate mind of Dives seized upon a plausible thought. 
If Lazarus (the despised beggar of Dives’ mortal life) could return 
from the grave and the world beyond the grave, then surely, oh, 
surely! his five brothers would be affected. Surely they would seek 
God then! We hear the anguished plea of the tormented sinner:

“I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my 
father’s house: For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto 
them, lest they also come into this place of torment.” And behind the 
pathetic pleading, we see the desire for something more than God 
has provided. It flies in the face of Romans 3:26, “To declare, I say, 
at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier 
of him which believeth in Jesus.” God was being just and fair with 
these five brothers, even as He has been and is with every other 
human being in the entire world. In John 1:9 we are told that He 
is “the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world.” Not a single human being is left out—every man is lighted. 
God is fair and just with everybody. Not a single person in the 
judgment will be able to say to God: “You were not fair with me. 
I did not have a fair chance.” People end up in hell because they 
reject God’s dealings with them.

When the damned man begged for special consideration, he 
was told of what God had provided that his brothers could be 
saved. “They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.” 
This is what God had provided for their salvation: Moses and the 
prophets. Lazarus was able to get a hold of salvation and live it 
because God had provided Moses and the prophets. Why should 
the five brothers receive more?

But then a solemn and terrible truth is brought to light. The 
problem was not that what was provided was inadequate. It was 
more than adequate. To any who would take the time to ponder, 
to weigh the truth revealed through Moses and the prophets, there 
was more than enough to help a person get right with God and 
stay right with Him. But there is something in human nature that 
wants more than that. Human nature wants to be overwhelmed; 
it wants to be awed; it wants to be bowled over, swept off the 
feet, wonderstruck. It is not enough to just know what is right and 
quietly going about doing it; there is something in mankind that 
wants to hear an angel shouting encouragement. And the miserable 
truth is that this desire for something sensational to attend our 
moral choices is nothing more or less than a desire to not choose, 
to evade our responsibility. “The devil made me do it.” “I am really 
not capable of steering in this temptation.” “I am not responsible.” 
“God is responsible for this.” “I am just a child; I know not how 

to come in or go out.” This attitude is false. We were made to 
choose. It is denial to do as we feel like doing, then turn around 
and blame God for not dealing with us more impressively.

God knows He is dealing justly and fairly with us. He has sup-
plied “all things that pertain unto life and godliness.” 2 Pet. 1:3 Nothing 
that is necessary is unsupplied. It is all there. Everything that is 
needed to please God and make heaven our home. Everything that 
is needed to avoid ending up in hell. All has been supplied.

The idea that we need more than God has supplied is wrong. It 
is a deception. When Dives remembered what he had done with 
Moses and the prophets in his lifetime, he was greatly afraid that 
this would not be enough to prevent those brothers of his from 
ending up in hell. After all, it had not been enough to keep him 
from choosing the ways and doings that landed him in torment. So 
he wanted more than God had provided. “Surely,” he reasoned, “if 
they saw a man whom they had despised and spurned in life—if 
they saw this man come from the blessedness of paradise, with 
the sweetness of that celestial place upon him, then it would 
overwhelm their resistance, and they would humble down and 
seek God.” How plausible this seemed to the man in torment! He 
might well have said, “If they saw a man come from the horror of 
torment, with the nigh-well unbearable anguish upon his counte-
nance, and the scent of the brimstone about him...then surely.... 
Surely they would be convicted... they would seek God....”

But no! “If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.” Oh, what aw-
ful words! Neither will they be persuaded! Additional realization 
will not help! Additional time to live will not help! Nothing will 
help. The heart has made its choice. The oppportunity offered is 
fair. The understanding revealed is fair. God is utterly fair. After 
all, Dives had Moses and the prophets in his lifetime. He threw 
it all away.

It doesn’t matter how restrained he was in his sinning, does it? 
It doesn’t matter how much good he was able to accomplish, does 
it? It doesn’t matter how much better he lived than so-and-so. The 
degree by how much he missed it doesn’t matter much, does it? 
The awful, awful fact is: he missed it. He ended up in hell. 2

And behind the pathetic 
pleading,  we see the desire 

for something more 
than God has provided.

Human nature wants to be 
overwhelmed.  It is not enough 
to just know what is right and 
quietly going about doing it; 

there is something in mankind 
that wants to hear an angel 
shouting encouragement.
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AS WE BEGAN A TRIP to be away from home 
for about six weeks, an impression grew 
upon us to write a diary of our experi-
ences in traveling and in the visit to both 
of our mothers. The thought then came 
to mind, that this was also a way to keep 
in touch with the ones we normally are 
when at home—by sending the high-
lights of God’s blessings and dealings by 
e-mail.

The Lord then brought back a mes-
sage that was delivered in my hearing 
recently on how we as human creatures 
need help in remembering the good. The 
devil seems to make it easy to remember 
the negative side of things. It is naturally 
easy to remember if someone mistreated 
our ancestors and how rare it is to hear 
someone say that so and so was gracious 
to my grandparents. May God help us in 
this process of remembering the beneficial 
things.

An older sister once called me back 
long-distance to counsel that I write 
down the things I had communicated to 
her about what the Lord had given me. 
She felt I would need them in holding on 
to what the Lord had given. I did, and it 
was true. As I would re-read them it was 
renewed in my mind and was not lost. 
How often you hear of folks going back on 
what God has given them. We really need 
help in remembering. “Bring all things to 
your remembrance.” Jn. 14:26

“Take heed unto yourselves, lest ye forget 
the covenant of the Lord your God, which 
he made with you, and make you a graven 
image, or the likeness of any thing, which 
the Lord thy God hath forbidden thee.” Dt. 4:23 
One sister wrote a book of the memorials 
in her family of the answers to prayer and 
things the Lord had done. She didn’t want 
her children and grandchildren to forget, 
but rather remember and be encouraged 
to continue following her God.

Here is a place I believe young moth-
ers could make their lives more useful for 
the future.

Someday, if the Lord allows time, you 
will be in the place of an older woman 
needing to be teachers to the younger. 
Young women, if God is helping you 
in difficult situations, write them down, 
no matter how awkward you may feel 
your writing is. If you don’t have time 
to write down sensible sentences, make 
some notes. This is a good way to use the 
computer, instead of chatting or writing or 
sending unprofitable emails. Write down 
the mistakes too, and how you could have 
done better. This will help you remember, 
and to help the ones following. We need to 
remember we are going to give account of 
our time spent while here on earth.

My husband asked his mother about the 
time one of his siblings was going through 
a lying stage. He remembered his mother 
asking his sibling, “Why do you keep on 
lying, when you know you are lying, and 
I know you are lying?” The child’s answer 
was, “Well, if I keep saying it long enough, 
I began believing it myself.” My husband 
was wanting more insight in the situation. 
But his mother had forgotten asking her 
child the question.... What if she had writ-
ten a diary? Would it have told how God 
had helped her help her child? 

You may think, “I will never forget, they 
are blazed on my brain.” But you will be 
surprised what the toll of the years will 
bring. You will forget. As time passes 
things fade in your memory. I have men-
tioned to my mother things of my child-
hood, thinking sure she would remember. 
But she didn’t. Even my own children in 
their twenties have told me things I have 
already forgotten!

“Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in 
this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting 
you in remembrance.” 2 Pet. 1:13

God has preserved Jesus’ words for our 
human and spiritual needs. He is our ex-
ample. We need to write down the Lord’s 
dealings with us in guiding our home and 
children, that we may remember when we 
are older, more tired, and the last children 
are being raised. When my husband and I 
were first married, we noted in our circle 
of acquaintances that sometimes the last 
children didn’t turn out as well as the old-
er. We wondered why. Were the parents 
more tired, so that they forgot principles, 
and became lax? 

“Yet did not the chief butler remember 
Joseph, but forgat him.” Gen. 40:23 Only when 
something tragic happened did he re-
member Joseph. This chief butler spoke 
to Pharaoh and said, “ I do remember my 
faults this day.” 41:9 It is a big mistake to not 
remember the blessed dealings of the Lord 
with us. We don’t want God to have to 
deal hard with us to get us to remember.

“And the bow shall be in the cloud; and 
I will look upon it, that I may remember 
the everlasting covenant between God and 
every living creature of all flesh that is upon 
the earth.” Gen. 9:16 We often see a rainbow, 
do we not? God knew we would need 
something physical to remind us. We 
need to learn how God wants to help us 
in this remembering process. It is normal 
to forget things. But some things are too 
important to forget. We must find a way 
to remember. If we do not, it may mean 
that we may lose our souls or the souls of 
our loved ones.

Nor does the Lord help us just for our-
selves. He also wants this treasure passed 
on down to the younger women and to 
those who may not have a clue as how to 
guide their home and children.

“Therefore we ought to give the more 
earnest heed to the things which we have 
heard, lest at any time we should let them 
slip.” Heb. 2:1 ♥

Help in Remembering

It is normal to forget things. But some things are too important to forget. 
We must find a way to remember. 

If we do not, it may mean that we may lose our souls
or the souls of our loved ones.
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